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RESOLUTION No. ADM-019-2021 

 

THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, in use of his legal 

powers, and  

 

WHEREAS: 

 

Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998 created the Panama Maritime Authority, unified 

the different maritime capabilities of the public administration and assigned among its 

duties to recommend policies and actions, to perform administrative acts and to enforce 

the legal and regulatory standards related to the maritime sector. 

 

The Directorate-General of Seafarers is in the Panama Maritime Authority’s organization 

structure, a body of administrative services and program execution, whose functioning 

and internal organization adjust to the provisions of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 

1998 and in addition, to the regulations enacted to enhance the latter.   

 

According to numeral 1 of article 33 of the aforementioned standard, the Directorate-

General of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority has among its duties, enforcing 

current legal statutes on education, training, certification and watchkeeping of seafarers, 

pursuant to the provisions of the International Convention on Standards of Training, 

Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended). 

 

By Act No. 4 of May 15, 1992, the Republic of Panama became a party of the 

International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 

Seafarers 1978, as amended (1978 STCW Convention, as amended), and Resolution 

No. ADM-148-2011 of November 18, 2011 adopted Resolution 1 in all its parts and 

Annex I of Resolution 2; both adopted on June 25, 2010 by means of the 2010 Manila 

Amendments to the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the STCW Code, 

respectively. 

 

Decree Law No. 8 of February 26, 1998, which regulates the work at sea and 

waterways, among other provisions, states in its Article 6 that the Panama Maritime 

Authority is the competent body to ensure the strict observance, and effective 

implementation of the standards of training, certification and watchkeeping of seafarers, 

set forth in the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, as amended. 

 

Through Resolution No. J.D.-055-2008 of September 18, 2008, the Administrator of the 

Panama Maritime Authority was authorized to regulate the technical issues that fall 

within the competence of this Institution and that by legal provision are not attributed to 

the Directorates General of this entity, related to the application of international 

conventions in maritime matters. 

 

That the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, as amended, (1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended), in Article 1 about General Obligations under the Convention, sets forth that 

the Parties undertake to enact all laws, decrees, orders and regulations and to take all 

other steps which may be necessary to give the Convention full and complete effect, so 

as to ensure that, from the point of view of safety of human life and property at sea and 
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the protection of the marine environment, seafarers aboard ships are qualified and fit for 

their duties. 

 

According to the Regulation I/1 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, a 

certificate of competence, means a certificate issued and endorsed for masters, officers 

and GMDSS radio operators in accordance with the provisions of chapters II, III, IV or 

VII of the Annex this Convention, and entitling the lawful holder thereof to serve in the 

capacity and perform the functions involved at the level of responsibility specified 

therein. 

 

Said Convention sets forth in Regulation I/6, that each Party shall ensure that the 

training and assessment of seafarers prescribed by the Convention, are administered, 

supervised and 

monitored; and that those responsible for training and assessing the competency of 

seafarers prescribed by the Convention, are duly qualified for the type and level of 

training or assessment involved, pursuant to the provisions of Section AI/6 of the STCW 

Code. 

 

Pursuant to the provisions of paragraph 2.4. of Regulation II/1 of the 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended, every officer in charge of the navigational watch on a 

seagoing ship of 500 gross tonnage or more, is required to meet the relevant 

requirements of the regulations of chapter IV to undertake, in each case, tasks related to 

radioelectric service, in accordance with the provisions of the Radio Regulations. In 

addition, according to paragraph 1.2 of Section A-II/1 of the STCW Code, every 

applicant is required to hold the appropriate certificate to engage in radio 

communications in VHF, in accordance with the provisions of the Radio Regulations.  

 

Article VI of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, stipulates that master, officer or 

rating certificates will be issued to candidates who meet the necessary requirements in 

terms of seagoing service, age, physical fitness, training, competence and exams 

pursuant to the provisions of the Annex to the Convention. 

 

That Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8, 2020, approved the Regulations for 

Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers who work on board seagoing 

ship  in accordance with the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended, which contains 

standards for the training and certification of seafarers, in compliance with the provisions 

established in the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 Convention STCW, as amended) 

and its STCW Code. 

 

Resolution No. ADM-079-2020 of May 26, 2020 subrogated Resolution No. ADM-045-

2019 of March 18, 2019, whereby the statutes to regulate Special Certification were 

approved, specifically applicable to national seafarers of Japan, to issue a Certificate of 

Competency (CoC) as a Restricted Operator of the Global Maritime Distress and Safety 

System (GMDSS), based on Regulation IV/2, Section A-IV/2 and Table A-IV/2 of 

Chapter IV of the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers,1978, as amended, (1978, STCW Convention, as 

amended) by the Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

Considering that Japan is a State Party to the International Convention on Standards of 

Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 STCW 
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Convention, as amended), and that it has demonstrated that it gives full and complete 

effectiveness to the provisions relevant to that Convention, pursuant to Circular 

MSC.1/Circ.1163 (last revision) of the Maritime Safety Committee of the International 

Maritime Organization, Resolution No. ADM-079-2020 of May 26, 2020 was adopted, 

which aims to foster a Cooperation Agreement between Panama and Japan that 

strengthens the process of mutual recognition of training and certification of seafarers 

stipulated by Regulation I/10 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended. 

 

The Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism of Japan has advised this 

Maritime Administration, through a Note dated July 22, 2016, that in order to meet the 

requirements concerning Radio Operators, it has laid out in the Act on Ships' Officers 

and Boats' Operators (Act. No. 149 of 1951), that every Master and Officer in charge of 

the navigational watch that serves seagoing vessels must have a radio operator license 

of at least Maritime I - Special Radio Operator, issued under the Radio Law (Act. No. 

131 of 1950), which implements the Radio Regulations of the “International 

Telecommunication Union” (ITU) in Japan. 

 

The Maritime Special Radio Operator License issued by the Ministry of Internal Affairs 

and Communication, according to the Radio Law, is issued to a person who has 

sufficiency in VHF Radio Communications, MF Radio Communications and a General 

Operator Certificate (GOC), and thus the license will be documentary evidence as 

stipulated by the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended. 

 

For the Maritime Administration of the Republic of Panama it is advisable to maintain the 

competitiveness of its services consistent with the needs of the international maritime 

market, in addition to assessing all the aforementioned aspects; thus, it recognizes that 

it is important to adopt new administrative provisions related to issuing certificates 

specifically applicable to Japanese nationals seeking a Certificate of Competency (CoC) 

with the Republic of Panama, as General Operator for GMDSS and as Restricted 

Operator for GMDSS, based on Regulation IV/2, Section A-IV/2 and Table A-IV/2 of 

Chapter IV of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and its STCW Code; and the 

Radio Regulations of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), through which 

they can work on board vessels registered under the flag of Panama. 

 

That this Maritime Administration has the obligation to guarantee that seafarers who 

work on board a Panama-flag vessels have the competencies and proper aptitude to 

perform their functions; since the human factor is an issue that affects maritime safety, 

the safeguarding of human life at sea, as well as the protection of the marine 

environment. 

 

That following the principle of continuous improvement, it is important for this Maritime 

Administration to carry out a constant analysis of the implemented regulations and verify 

their effectiveness, therefore it is necessary to update the regulations and subrogate 

Resolution ADM No. 079-2020 of May 26, 2020. 

 

That pursuant to articles 24 and 27 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, modified 

by articles 185 and 186 of Law No. 57 of August 6, 2008, the Administrator exercises 

the Legal Representation of the Panama Maritime Authority, and its functions include 

issuing resolutions related to the operation and services provided by the Authority.  
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That by virtue of the aforementioned considerations, the Administrator of the Panama 

Maritime Authority, in use of the legal powers conferred by Decree Law No. 7 of 

February 10, 1998, modified by Law No. 57 of August 6 from 2008;  

 

RESOLVES: 

 

FIRST: TO APPROVE the certification applicable specifically to 

nationals of Japan, in order to issue a Certificate of 

Competence (CoC) as General Operator and as Restricted 

Operator for Global Maritime Distress and Safety System 

(GMDSS), in accordance with the Regulation IV/2, Section A-

IV/2 and Table A-IV/2 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended, and its STCW Code, and the Radio Regulations of 

the International Telecommunication Union (ITU). 

 

SECOND: TO AUTHORIZE to the Directorate-General of Seafarers of 

the Panama Maritime Authority, to  implement the procedure 

for the certification to nationals of Japan, in order to issue a 

Certificate of Competence (Co) as General Operator and as 

Restricted Operator for Global Maritime Distress and Safety 

System (GMDSS), according the Regulation IV/2, Section A-

IV/2 and Table A-IV/2 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as 

amended, and its STCW Code, and the Radio Regulations of 

the International Telecommunication Union (ITU). 

 

THIRD:  The applicant for the certification covered hereby shall be 

subject to submitted the following administrative and technical 

requirements, set for the corresponding capacity, providing 

original documents for its suitable capture in the Seafarers’ 

Automated Application System (SAA): 

1. Current passport;  

2. License provided by the International 

Telecommunication Union (UIT) Regulation; 

3. Certificate of Competency, according of 1978 STCW 

Convention, as amended; 

4. Valid Medical certificate; and 

5. Payment of the fee set by the Panama Maritime 

Authority. 

 

FOURTH:  The Certificate of Competency (CoC) issued by the Panama 

Maritime Authority (PMA) as General Operator for GMDSS or 

as Restricted Operator for GMDSS, pursuant to the 

provisions hereof, shall be valid for three (3) years from the 

issue date of the PMA-approved certificate. 

 

FIFTH: The Certificate of Competency (CoC) issued hereunder will 

allow seafarers who are rightful holders thereof, to work only 

on board ships registered under the flag of Panama, and will 

be valid for the period for which said Certificate. 
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SIXTH:  TO ORDER to the Directorate-General of Seafarers to 

promote a Cooperation Agreement between the Maritime 

Administrations of Panama and Japan that strengthens the 

mutual recognition of training and certification of seafarers 

stipulated by Regulation I/10 of the 1978 STCW Convention, 

as amended. 

 

SEVENTH: TO AUTHORIZE the Directorate-General of Seafarers, to 

establish the corresponding procedures, so that the 

provisions of this resolution are complied with.  

 

EIGHTH: This resolution supersedes Resolution ADM No. 079-2020 de 

26 de mayo de 2020, and any previous provision that is 

contrary to it.  

 

NINTH:  This resolution will enter into force upon as of its signature 

and will have valid for a period of one (1) year, extendable for 

the period deemed appropriate by the Panama Maritime 

Authority, through the approval of a new resolution. 

 

LEGAL BASIS:  Law No. 4 of May 15, 1992.  

Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998 and its amendments.  

Decree Law No. 8 of February 26, 1998. 

Resolution J.D. No. 055-2008 of September 18, 2008. 

Resolution J.D. No. 076-2020 of October 8, 2020. 

Resolution No. ADM-148-2011 of November 18, 2011. 

 

TO BE PUBLISHED AND COMPLIED 

 

Given at the Panama City, on the three (03) days of March, two thousand twenty one 

(2021). 

 

 

 

 

Signed                                                          Signed 

NORIEL ARAÚZ V. 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA 
MARITIME AUTHORITY 

IDELFONSO SUIRA FRANCO 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE 
OFFICE OF LEGAL ADVICE, IN 
FUNCTIONS AS OFFICE 
SECRETARY 

  
    
 

NAV/ISF/icm. 


