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RESOLUTION No. ADM-178-2020 

 
 

THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, in use of his legal 
powers, and  

 

CONSIDERING THAT: 
 

Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998 creates the Panama Maritime Authority and 
assigns among its duties to recommend policies and actions; to perform administrative 
acts; to enforce the legal and regulatory standards related to the maritime sector. 
 
Article 33 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998 stipulates that the Directorate-
General of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority has among its duties, enforcing 
current legal statutes on education, training, certification and watchkeeping for 
seafarers, pursuant to the provisions of the international conventions ratified by the 
Republic of Panama.  
 
By Act No. 4 of May 15, 1992, the Republic of Panama ratified the International 
Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 
1978, as amended (1978 Convention STCW, as amended).  
 
By Resolution No. ADM-148-2011 of November 18, 2011, Panama adopted the 2010 
Manila Amendments, made to the International Convention on Standards of Training, 
Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (1978 Convention 
STCW, as amended). 
 
Pursuant to Regulation I/9 and Section A-l/9 of the International Convention on 
Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended 
(1978 STCW, as amended), each State Party shall establish standards of medical 
fitness for seafarers as well as procedures for issuing medical certificates, to ensure that 
the seafarers' physical fitness will be assessed by responsible physicians, duly qualified 
and recognized by each State Party to perform medical examinations of seafarers.   
 
In accordance to the 2006 Maritime Labour Convention of the International Labour 
Organization, as amended, ratified by Panama by means of Act No. 2 of January 6, 
2009, seafarers shall not work  on board a vessel if they do not possess a valid medical 
certificate attesting to their physical fitness to undertake their duties, and all medical 
certificates issued observing the requirements of the International Convention on 
Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended 
(1978 STCW Convention, as amended), will be accepted; pursuant to the provisions of 
Regulation I/9 and Section A-l/9 of the STCW Code. 
 
In accordance to paragraph 4 of Section A-l/9 of the International Convention on 
Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended, 
all Parties shall develop provisions for the recognition of recognized physicians, which 
they shall make available to other Parties, companies and seafarers who request them. 
 
In accordance with the provisions of paragraph 4 of Rule A1/2 of the Maritime Labour 
Convention, 2006, the medical certificate of seafarers must be issued by a duly qualified 
physician recognized by the competent authority to issue said certificate. 
 
The Directorate-General of Seafarers is responsible for ruling what physicians are duly 
qualified to issue the medical certificates of seafarers employed on Panamanian-flagged 
vessels. 
 
Resolution No. ADM-269-2015 of December 18, 2015 and Resolution No. ADM-059-
2019 of April 15, 2019 rule the procedure that manages applications for recognition 
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before the Panama Maritime Authority of qualified physicians authorized by the Republic 
of the Philippines, the Republic of India and the Republic of Indonesia, to carry out 
medical examinations of seafarers as provided by the International Convention on 
Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended 
(1978 STCW Convention, as amended), the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as 
amended and the International Labour Organization (ILO) Guidelines on medical 
examinations of seafarers, and who are interested in being recognized by the Panama 
Maritime Authority.  
 
Due to the high volume of seafarer licenses that are processed in the Republic of the 
Philippines, Republic of Indonesia, Republic of India, People's Republic of China, 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam, Republic of the Union of Myanmar and Republic of Korea, 
it is necessary to establish a specialized statute that sets up a procedure wherein the 
Panama Maritime Authority confers recognition to physicians to conduct medical 
evaluations of seafarers in these countries. 
 
Following the principle of continuous improvement, it is important for our Maritime 
Administration to undertake a constant analysis of the implemented statutes and to 
verify their effectiveness; hence, it is necessary to update the statutes governing the 
recognition of physicians qualified to issue medical certificates for seafarers abroad and 
to subrogate Resolution No. ADM-269-2015 of December 18, 2015 and Resolution No. 
ADM-059-2019 of April 15, 2019. 
 
Article 24 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, as modified by Article 185 of Act 
No. 57 of August 6, 2008, stipulates that the Administrator exercises the Panama 
Maritime Authority's Legal Representation. 
 
By virtue of the provisions of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, modified by Article 
186 of Act No. 57 of August 6, 2008, which states that the Administrator has among 
his/her functions, that of issuing resolutions related to the operation and services 
provided by the Authority, therefore, 
 

RESOLVES: 
 
FIRST: To set out the procedure for authorizing qualified physicians 

to issue medical certificates for seafarers in the Republic of 
the Philippines, Republic of Indonesia, Republic of India, 
People's Republic of China, Socialist Republic of Vietnam, 
Republic of the Union of Myanmar and Republic of Korea 
(South Korea). 

 
SECOND: Physicians who apply for recognition from the Directorate-

General of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority shall 
meet the following requirements: 

 
a) Written request addressed to the Directorate-General 

of Seafarers. The Panama Maritime Authority may 
adopt electronic mechanisms for the agile execution of 
this procedure, for which the relevant guidelines will be 
issued. 

b) Authenticated photocopy of the Certificate of Suitability 
issued by the competent health authority in the State 
where they practice medicine. 

c) Authenticated photocopy of the authorization to issue 
medical certificates to seafarers issued by the Maritime 
Administration or the competent health authority of the 
State where they perform medical examinations of 
seafarers, as provided by the 1978 STCW Convention, 
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as amended, and the Maritime Labour Convention, 
2006, as amended. 
 
The Directorate-General of Seafarers may, by 
reasoned resolution, waive the authorization to issue 
medical certificates to seafarers issued by the Maritime 
Administration of the State where they perform medical 
examinations of seafarers, provided they make sure 
that the standards prescribed by the 1978 STCW 
Convention, as amended, and the Maritime Labour 
Convention, 2006, as amended, are met for those 
cases in which one of the following criteria is met: 
 
1. When they are located in countries which do not 

have a Maritime Authority due to the lack of 
borders with seas or oceans, but which have 
signed Agreements with the Panama Maritime 
Authority related to the 1978 STCW Convention, as 
amended, and/or the Maritime Labour Convention, 
2006, as amended. 

2. They are in a country assisted by technical 
cooperation in the process of implementing the 
provisions of the 1978 STCW Convention, as 
amended, and/or the Maritime Labour Convention, 
2006, as amended, which is why it is not in the "List 
of Parties that have demonstrated they give full and 
complete effect to the provisions of the Convention 
of the International Maritime Organization (White 
List)" and/or in the List of countries that have 
ratified the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as 
amended. 

3. Those Maritime Administrations that recognize that 
all their physicians with a Certificate of Suitability 
issued by the competent health authority in the 
State where they practice medicine can issue 
medical certificates to seafarers, for not having a 
specific procedure for the recognition thereof 
and/or that the recognition is done by another 
government entity. 

 
In the above cases, the applicants must present 
certification that attests the budget(s) mentioned 
above. 

 
d) Résumé with their general data. 
e) Having facilities that allow meeting all requirements of 

medical examination and performing them in clean 
conditions and with due respect for the person's 
confidentiality and privacy. 

f) Proof of payment of the relevant fee, approved by the 
Panama Maritime Authority.  

 
THIRD: Physicians applying for recognition from the Directorate-

General of Seafarers shall be interviewed, and their clinical 
facilities shall be inspected by the Panama Maritime 
Authority.  
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Medical examinations of seafarers may only be conducted at 
the clinical facility declared by the physician at the time of 
requesting authorization from the Directorate-General of 
Seafarers for this purpose. 
 
In cases where there is any change in the location of the 
declared clinical facility, the recognized physician shall notify 
it to the Department of Maritime Labor Affairs of the 
Directorate-General of Seafarers. 
 

FOURTH: The Panama Maritime Authority shall issue a certification in 
preset format which may be adopted by electronic 
mechanisms, when it performs the final authorization of a 
qualified medical practitioner to issue the medical certificates 
of seafarers. 

 
In addition, the application process, the collection of duties as 
well as the final authorization process can all be adopted 
through electronic mechanisms.    
 

FIFTH: The authorization issued by the Directorate-General of 
Seafarers to physicians will be valid for three (3) years.  

 
Three (3) months before the authorization expires, physicians 
may request in writing or through the electronic mechanisms 
adopted, their willingness to renew their authorization by 
submitting an authenticated photocopy of the authorization to 
issue medical certificates to seafarers issued by the Maritime 
Administration or the competent health authority of the State 
where they perform medical examinations of seafarers and 
payment of the established fee. 
 
In the event that the recognized physician requires that other 
clinical facilities be included in the recognition already 
granted, a petition shall be submitted requesting the inclusion 
of the facility or notifying it through the electronic mechanisms 
adopted. 

 
SIXTH: A dossier of each physician recognized by the Panama 

Maritime Authority shall be kept in the Department of 
Maritime Labor Affairs of the Directorate-General of 
Seafarers. 

 
SEVENTH: Physicians must be professionally independent of 

shipowners, seafarers and their representatives, when 
exercising their medical criterion concerning medical 
examination procedures. If he/she is an employee of a 
maritime company or a seafarer placement agency or works 
under contract for one of these, the relevant working or 
contracting conditions must ensure that the examinations 
he/she carries out are based on regulatory standards, 
observing the provisions of the 1978 STCW Convention, as 
amended and the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as 
amended. 

 
EIGHTH: The Directorate-General of Seafarers shall maintain a list of 

physicians recognized abroad to practice medical 
examinations of seafarers and issue medical certificates, 
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which it will make available to seafarers, competent 
authorities of other countries, companies, organizations 
representing seafarers and other stakeholders, by circular 
published on the website of the institution, which shall be 
updated regularly. Medical certificates of physicians that are 
not incorporated or listed within that circular shall not be 
accepted. 

 
NINTH: The Directorate-General of Seafarers shall have procedures 

in place to ensure that medical examinations comply with the 
standards required in observance of the provisions of the 
1978 STCW Convention, as amended and the Maritime 
Labour Convention, 2006, as amended. 

 
The procedures will apply to: 
 

a) The investigation of complaints from shipowners, 
seafarers and their representatives, concerning the 
procedures that apply to medical examinations and 
authorized physicians. 

 
b) The collection and analysis of information devoid of 

personal data obtained from authorized physicians, 
about the number of examinations performed and 
their results. 

 
c) Review program, inspection of clinical facilities and 

the correct management of medical records of 
seafarers. 

 
TENTH: When the Directorate-General of Seafarers determines that, 

as a result of a new medical examination, complaint or audit 
procedure or for other reasons, a recognized medical 
practitioner has ceased to meet the necessary requirements 
for such recognition, it shall withdraw, by reasoned resolution, 
the authorization to practice medical examinations and issue 
medical certificates of seafarers. 

 
ELEVENTH: The names of the physicians whose recognition has been 

revoked shall continue to be included in the list of physicians 
recognized to practice medical examinations of seafarers, 
during the twenty-four (24) months following the notification of 
the revoking resolution, with an entry stating that they are no 
longer recognized by the Directorate-General of Seafarers of 
the Panama Maritime Authority, to practice medical 
examinations and issue medical certificates of seafarers and 
the date when their recognition ended. 

 
TWELFTH: The seafarer medical certificates shall be completed in 

English and issued pursuant to the provisions of current 
national regulations.  

 
THIRTEENTH: It is forbidden for physicians recognized by the Panama 

Maritime Authority, to issue medical certificates to persons 
under eighteen (18) years of age. 

 
FOURTEENTH: Authorized physicians shall confirm the identity of seafarers 

before beginning the medical examination. 
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The medical examinations of seafarers and the medical 
certificates issued by physicians recognized by the Panama 
Maritime Authority in accordance with this resolution shall 
contain the minimum requirements set forth in Regulation A-
I/9 of the 1978 STCW Convention, as amended and Section 
A-l/9 of the STCW Code. These documents shall be in the 
format adopted for this purpose by the Directorate-General of 
Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority. 

 
Only medical certificates issued through an external provider 
of online database software for issuing and verifying medical 
certificates of seafarers authorized by the Panama Maritime 
Authority will be accepted, and applications of seafarer 
documents that do not meet this requirement will be classified 
as deficient. 
 

FIFTEENTH:  The Panama Maritime Authority shall adopt temporary 
measures to facilitate and accelerate the adoption of these 
procedures in different jurisdictions. 

 
SIXTEENTH: The Panama Maritime Authority shall withdraw, by reasoned 

resolution, the authorization to practice medical examinations 
and issue medical certificates of seafarers, when it 
determines that, as a result of a complaint, inspection 
procedure or for other reasons, a recognized physician has 
ceased to observe the necessary requirements for such 
recognition.  

 
SEVENTEENTH: This resolution subrogates Resolution No. ADM-269-2015 of 

December 18, 2015 and Resolution No. ADM-059-2019 of 
April 15, 2019. 

 
EIGHTEENTH: This resolution will take effect as of its publication in the 

Official Gazette.  
 
LEGAL BASIS:    Act No. 2 of January 6, 2009. 
    Act No. 4 of March 15, 1992. 

Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998 and modifications.  
 Executive Decree No. 86 of February 22, 2013. 

    Resolution No. 148-2011 of November 18, 2011. 
 

                                       
 PUBLISH AND ENFORCE 

     

Given at Panama City, Republic of Panama, on nineteen (19) days of the month of 

November of two thousand twenty (2020). 

 
 
 
 
Signed     Signed           
NORIEL ARAUZ V. 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE 
PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY 

ILDEFONSO SUIRA FRANCO 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE 
OF LEGAL ADVICE, IN FUNCTIONS 
AS OFFICE SECRETARY 

NAV/ISF/icm. 


