




















   

 

   

 

RESOLUTION NO. ADM-074-2020  

 

THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, in use of his legal 

powers, and  

 

CONSIDERING THAT: 

 

Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998 created the Panama Maritime Authority, and the 

different maritime competencies of the public administration were unified.  

 

The Directorate-General of Seafarers is in the Panama Maritime Authority’s organization 

structure, a body of administrative services and program execution, whose functioning and 

internal organization adjusts to the provisions of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998 

and in addition, to the regulations enacted to enhance the latter. 

 

According to numeral 1 of Article 33 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, the 

Directorate-General of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority has among its duties, 

enforcing current legal statutes on education, training, certification and watchkeeping of 

seafarers, pursuant to the provisions of the International Convention on Standards of 

Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW) 1978, as amended. 

 

By Law No. 4 of May 15, 1992, the Republic of Panama became a party of the International 

Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW) 

1978, as amended, and Resolution No. ADM-148-2011 of November 18, 2011 adopted 

Resolution 1 in all its parts and Annex 1 of Resolution 2; both adopted by means of the 2010 

Manila Amendments to the STCW'78 Convention, as amended and the Standards of 

Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers Code, respectively. 

 

The 1978 International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW'78 Convention), as amended, in its article 1 on General 

Obligations contracted under the Convention, stipulates that the Parties undertake to enact 

all necessary laws, decrees, orders and regulations, and to take all necessary measures to 

give the Convention full effectiveness and thus ensure that, from the point of view of safety 

of human life and property at sea, as well as the protection of the marine environment, 

seafarers enrolled in ships have the competence and aptitude to perform their duties. 

 

Through Resolution No. J.D.-055-2008 of September 18, 2008, the Administrator of the 

Panama Maritime Authority was authorized to regulate the technical issues that fall within 

the competence of this Institution and that by legal provision are not attributed to the 

Directorates General of this entity, related to the application of international conventions in 

maritime matters. 

 

Resolution No. JD-021-2019 of May 3, 2019 approved the training, certification and 

watchkeeping regulations for seafarers working on Panamanian-flagged ships, which 

contain national and international training and certification standards for seafarers, in 

compliance with the requirements imposed by the International Convention on Standards of 

Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW) 1978, as amended.  

 

Through Resolution No. ADM-096-2019 of June 5, 2019, the statutes that rule the procedure 

whereby the recognition, evaluation, audit, monitoring, control and revocation of the 

recognition of national and foreign maritime training centers, are issued. 

 

Through Cabinet Resolution No. 11 of March 13, 2020, the Cabinet Council declared a 

National State of Emergency as a result of infectious disease COVID-19, caused by 

Coronavirus, which, due to its risk of contagion, threatens the health of nationals and 

foreigners who are in our national territory, generating disruptions and interruptions of the 

State entities' normal operating conditions and operations. 
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Through Circular No. 4204/Add.5 of March 17, 2020 of the International Maritime 

Organization (IMO), addressed to all Member States on the Guidelines regarding the 

certification of seafarers under Coronavirus (COVID-19), the Secretary General invites the 

Maritime Administrations to adopt a pragmatic and practical approach concerning the 

extension of certificates and endorsements, as strictly necessary. 

 

Because the Maritime Training Centers authorized by the Panama Maritime Authority are 

auxiliary bodies to the training of seafarers who work aboard Panamanian-flagged ships, the 

Panama Maritime Authority through the Directorate-General of Seafarers, deems that these 

are the appropriate entities to which training activities of this Maritime Administration can be 

temporarily delegated, due to the measures adopted throughout the world as a result of the 

Coronavirus outbreak, which represents a problem for Administrations, so as to ensure the 

continuous training of seafarers to revalidate certificates pursuant to the STCW'78 

Convention, as amended. 

 

Resolution No. ADM-056-2020 of April 16, 2020 approved for a term of three (3) months, to 

authorize Maritime Training Centers to renew courses (with some exceptions), to teach for 

the first time courses with entirely theoretical content by using e-learning tools, and to carry 

out the process of prior documentary evaluation digitally. 

 

The measures adopted by the Panama Maritime Authority through Resolution No. ADM-

056-2020 of April 16, 2020, needed to be reformulated by the technical team of the 

Directorate-General of Seafarers, so that they can fulfill the duty of guaranteeing the 

continuous training of seafarers to revalidate certificates in accordance with the STCW'78 

Convention, as amended, due to the restrictions adopted worldwide as a consequence of 

the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, which represents a problem for Maritime 

Administrations. 

 

In this respect, the validity of the authorization has been extended so that the Maritime 

Training Centers can offer maritime training to seafarers using e-learning tools; the list of 

courses that Maritime Training Centers can renew under this modality has been expanded, 

and control mechanisms have been strengthened to ensure that the maritime training 

provided meets the minimum standards, even in times of pandemic. 

 

For all the foregoing and by virtue of the powers conferred on the Administrator by Decree 

Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998 and Resolution No. JD-055-2008 of September 18, 2008, 

he  

 

 

RESOLVES: 

FIRST:  TO AUTHORIZE until December 31, 2020, the Maritime Training 

Centers authorized by the Panama Maritime Authority, to renew the 

certificates of maritime training courses.  

 

SECOND:              Certificates of maritime training courses may be renewed taking into 

account their expiration date of up to five (5) years before December 

31, 2020, by an authorized Maritime Training Center, provided that:  

 

1. The maritime training course is authorized by the PMA, in 

accordance with the authorizations conferred to the Maritime 

Training Center by means of the corresponding resolutions.  

2. The participant submits: 

a) The expired training course certificate. The expired course 

certificate was issued by a Maritime Training Center that has 

a valid authorization from the Panama Maritime Authority at 

the time of renewing the certificate, or the Center was duly 

authorized by the PMA at the time of issuance.  

b) Copy of the seaman’s book which portrays his/her time aboard. 
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c) Work experience letters attesting that he/she has performed 

duties consistent with the certificate he/she holds, in an 

approved seagoing service, within the five (5) previous years.  

d) Personal identity card or passport. 

e) License in the case of subordinate employees or certificate of 

competence in the case of officers and masters. 

f) If he/she can acquire it, the participant may additionally submit 

copy of a section of the Security Management System 

certifying that the crew member has been linked to training 

sessions, as the case may be (for example, crew 

familiarization form, drills form, records, among other things).   

3. The authorized Maritime Training Center provides the relevant 

training using e-learning tools.  

4. The Maritime Training Center prepares a document (checklist) 

which shall be duly signed by the participant, in which he/she 

states that skill demonstrations (practices) were performed aboard.  

5. The Maritime Training Center evaluates or examines seafarers to 

assess that the participant has acquired the skills, knowledge, 

understanding and proficiency required by each course, as 

prescribed in the relevant Section and Table of the STCW Code. 

6. The Maritime Training Center ensures delivering a copy of the 

course certificate to the participant by electronic media. This copy 

of the certificate will be valid until December 31, 2020. Once the 

national pandemic (COVID-19) state of emergency ends, the 

original certificate must be delivered to the participant. 

7. The Maritime Training Center delivers the course certificate 

stating on its template that the approved course corresponds to a 

course renewal.    

8. The Maritime Training Center, through its Quality Management 

System, ensures that the documentary information collected 

demonstrates the participant's skills and can verify its validity.  

9. The Maritime Training Center does not accept certificates for 

renewing courses that have undergone changes with the Manila 

amendments to the STCW'78 Convention.  

10. The Maritime Training Center requests experience of no less than 

three (3) months in the previous five (5) years, either in oil, 

chemical or gas tankers, when renewal is requested for this type 

of course.  

 

 

THIRD: The maritime training courses that may be renewed by authorized 

Maritime Training Centers are:  

 

1. Basic Training for Oil and Chemical Tanker Cargo Operations. 
(Regulation V/1-1, Paragraph 2.2, Section A-V/1-1, Paragraph 1 
and Table A-V/1-1-1.) 

2. Advanced Training for Oil Tanker Cargo Operations. (Regulation 
V/1-1, Paragraph 4.3, Section A-V/1-1, Paragraph 2 and Table A-
V/1-1-2.)  

3. Advanced Training for Chemical Tanker Cargo Operations. 
(Regulation V/1-1, Paragraph 6.3, Section A-V/1-1, Paragraph 3 
and Table A-V/1-1-3.)  

4. Basic Training for Liquefied Gas Tanker Cargo Operations. 
(Regulation V/1-2, Paragraph 2.2, Section A-V/1-2, Paragraph 1 
and Table A-V/1-2-1.)  

5. Advanced Training for Liquefied Gas Tanker Cargo Operations. 
(Regulation V/1-2, Paragraph 4.3, Section A-V/1-2, Paragraph 2 
and Table A-V/1-2-2.)  

6. Proficiency in Personal Survival Techniques. (Regulation VI/1, 
Section A-VI/1, Paragraph 2 and Table A-VI/1-1.)  
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7. Fire Prevention and Fire Fighting. (Regulation VI/1, Section A-VI/1, 
Paragraph 2 and Table A-VI/1-2.)  

8. Proficiency in Survival Craft and Rescue Boats other than Fast 
Rescue Boats. (Regulation VI/2, Section A-VI/2, Paragraphs 1-6 
and Table A-VI/2-1.)  

9. Proficiency in Fast Rescue Boat Management (Rule VI/2, Section 
A-VI/2, Paragraph 7-12 and Table A-VI/2-2).  

10. General Operator certificate for GMDSS. (Regulation IV/2, Section 
A-IV/2, Table A-IV/2.)   

11. Restricted Operator Certificate for GMDSS. (Regulation IV/2, 
Section A-IV/2, Table A-IV/2.)  

12. Advanced Fire Fighting Techniques. (Regulation VI/3, Section A-
VI/3 and Table A-VI/3.)  

13. Personal Safety and Social Responsibilities. (Regulation VI/1, 
Section A-VI/1, Paragraph 2 and Table A-VI/1-4.)  

14. Marine Environmental Awareness. (Regulations II/1, III/1 and III/6; 
Sections A-II/1, A-III/1 and A-III/6; Tables A-II/1, A-III/1 and A-
III/6.)  

15. Security Training for Seafarers with Designated Security Duties. 
(Regulation VI/6, Paragraphs 4-6, Section A-VI/6, Paragraphs 6-8 
and Table A-VI/6-2 of the STCW'78 Convention, as amended.) 

16. Security Awareness Training for All Seafarers. (Regulation VI/6, 
Paragraphs 1-3, Section A-VI/6, Paragraph 4 and Table A-VI/6-1 
of the STCW'78 Convention, as amended.)  

17. Radar Navigation, Automatic Radar Plotting and Use of ARPA. 
Radar Navigation, Radar Plotting and Use of ARPA. Operational 
level. (Regulation II/1 and 11/3; Section A-II/1 and 11/3 and Table 
A-II/1 and A-II/3.)  

18. Elementary First Aid. (Regulation VI/1, Section A-VI/1, Paragraph 
2 and Table A-VI/1-3.)  

19. Medical First Aid. (Regulation VI/4, Section A-VI/4, Paragraphs 1-
3 and Table A-VI/4-1.)   

20. Medical Care. (Regulation VI/4, Section A-VI/4, Paragraphs 4-6 
and Table A-VI/4-2.)  

21. Operational Use of Electronic Chart Display and Information 
Systems (ECDIS). (Regulation II/1, II/2 and II/3, Section A-II/1, A-
II/2 and A-II/3 and Tables A-II/1, A-II/2, A-II/3.)  

22. Leadership and Teamwork. (Regulations II/1, III/1 and III/6; 
Sections A-II/1, A-III/1 and A-III/6; Tables A-II/1, A-III/1 and A-
III/6.)  

23. Passenger ship crowd management training. (Regulation V/2, 
Section A-V/2, Paragraph 3 and Table A-V/2-1.)  

24. Passenger ship crisis management and human behavior training. 
(Regulation V/2, Section A-V/2, Paragraph 4 and Table A-V/2-2.) 

25. Safety training for personnel providing direct service to 
passengers in passenger spaces. (Regulation V/2, Section A-V/2, 
Paragraph 2.)  

26. Ship Security Officer. (Regulation VI/5, Section A-VI/5 and Table 
A-VI/5 of the STCW'78 Convention, as amended; Chapter XI-2 of 
the SOLAS 1974 Convention, as amended and Requirements 
2.1.6 and 12 of Part A of the ISPS Code.) 

27. Rating Forming Part of a Watch in a continuously manned engine 
room or appointed to perform duties in a periodically unmanned 
engine room. (Regulation III/4, Section A-III/4 and Table A-III/4.) 

28. Able Seafarer - Deck. (Regulation II/5, Section A-II/5 and Table A-
II/5.)  

29. Able Seafarer in a continuously manned engine room or appointed 
to perform duties in a periodically unmanned engine room.  
(Regulation III/5, Section A-III/5 and Table A-III/5.)  

30. Electro-Technical Rating. (Regulation III/7, Section A-III/7 and 
Table A-III/7.)  

31. High Voltage Facilities (Regulation III/1, III/2, III/3, Section A-III/1, 
A-III/2, A-III/3 and Table A-III/1, A-III/2.)  

32. Passenger safety, cargo safety and hull integrity training. 
(Regulation V/2, Section A-V/2, Paragraph 5.) 
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33. Radar, Arpa, Bridge Teamwork and Search and Rescue 
Operations. Management level. (Regulation II/2, Section A-II/2 
and Table A-II/2.) 

34. Rating Forming Part of a Navigational Watch. (Regulation II/4, 
Section A-II/4 and Table A-II/4.)   

35. Ship's Cook Course in accordance with Maritime Labour 
Convention, 2006 and Resolution No. ADM-068-2013. 
(Regulation 3.2, Standard A 3.2 and Guideline B 3.2 of the 
Maritime Labour Convention, 2006.) 

36. Bridge Resource Management. (Regulation II/1, Section A-II/1 
and Table A-II/1.)  

37. Engine Room Resource Management. (Regulation III/1, Section 
A-III/1 and Table A-III/1.)  

38. National Waters Maritime Safety Course for Rating. 
 

FOURTH:  TO AUTHORIZE until December 31, 2020, that the authorized 

Maritime Training Centers impart, for the first time to a participant, 

training courses with entirely theoretical material, using e-learning 

tools and applying a final exam or test, according to the skills required 

for each course. 

 

FIFTH:  Maritime training courses with entirely theoretical material may be 

taught for the first time to a participant, by an authorized Maritime 

Training Center, provided that: 

 

1. The maritime training course is authorized by the PMA, in 

accordance with the authorizations conferred to the Maritime 

Training Center by means of the corresponding resolutions.  

2. The Maritime Training Center evaluates or examines seafarers to 

assess that the participant has acquired the skills, knowledge, 

understanding and proficiency required by each course, as 

prescribed in the relevant Section and Table of the STCW Code. 

3. The Maritime Training Center must guarantee delivering a copy of 

the course certificate to the participant by electronic means. This 

copy of the certificate will be valid until December 31, 2020. 

Once the national pandemic (COVID-19) state of emergency ends, 

the original certificate must be delivered to the participant. 

 

SIXTH:  The maritime training courses with entirely theoretical material, that 

may be taught for the first time to a participant using e-learning tools 

are:  

 

1. Personal safety and social responsibilities training. (Regulation VI, 

Section A-VI/1 and Table A-VI/1-4.) 

2. Security awareness training for all seafarers. (Regulation VI/6, 

Section A-VI/6, Paragraph 4 and Table A-VI/6-1.) 

3. Security training for seafarers with designated security duties. 

(Regulation VI/6, Section A-VI/6, Paragraph 6 and Table A-VI/6-

2.) 

4. Marine environmental awareness. (Regulations II/1, III/1 and III/6; 

Sections A-II/1, A-III/1 and A-III/6; Tables A-II/1, A-III/1 and A-

III/6.) 

5. Dangerous, hazardous and harmful cargoes. (Regulation II/1, II/2 

and II/3, Section A-II/1, A-II/2 and A-II/3 and Tables A-II/1, A-II/2, 

A-II/3.) 

6. Actions to be taken to prevent acts of piracy and armed robbery. 

(Chapter XI-2 of SOLAS 1974 as amended, the ISPS code and 

MSC.1/cire.1341.) 

7. Security awareness training for all port facility personnel. (Chapter 
XI-2 of SOLAS Convention 1974 as amended, the ISPS Code and 
IMO MSC.1341.)   
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8. Security awareness training for port facility personnel with 

designated security duties. (Chapter XI-2 of SOLAS Convention 

1974 as amended, the ISPS Code and IMO MSC.1/Circ.1341.) 

9. Company security officer. (Chapter XI-2 of SOLAS Convention 
1974; Prescriptions 2.1.7 and 11, Part A of the ISPS Code.) 

10. Port facility security officer. (Prescriptions 2.1.8 and 17 of Part A 

of the ISPS Code.) 

11. National waters maritime safety for ratings.  

12. Prevention of alcohol and drug abuse in the maritime sector 

(PADAMS). 

13. Consolidated MARPOL 73/78 Annex I-VI. 

 

SEVENTH:  TO AUTHORIZE until December 31, 2020, the Maritime Training 

Centers authorized by the Panama Maritime Authority, to teach 

courses for the first time (theoretical part) using by distance learning  

method, and later carry out the skill demonstration (practice) using the 

corresponding facilities and equipment that complement the training.  

The Maritime Training Centers that use this modality will demonstrate 

the teaching / learning process by implementing the necessary 

procedures within their quality system. 

The course certificate will be delivered upon culmination of the two 

phases of training (theoretical / practical). The modalities used shall 

be mentioned in said certificate. 

EIGHTH:            Authorized Maritime Training Centers may teach maritime training 

courses with theoretical and practical content for the first time to a 

participant, under the conditions prescribed by the SEVENTH 

ARTICLE, provided that: 

1. The maritime training course is authorized by the PMA, in 

accordance with the authorizations conferred to the Maritime 

Training Center by means of the corresponding resolutions.  

2. The Maritime Training Center evaluates or examines seafarers 

to assess that the participant has acquired the skills, knowledge, 

understanding and proficiency required by each course, as 

prescribed by the relevant Section and Table of the STCW Code. 

NINTH: The maritime training courses with theoretical and practical content 

that can be taught for the first time to a participant, under the 

conditions prescribed by the SEVENTH ARTICLE, are:  

              
1. Officer in Charge of a Navigational Watch on Ships of 500 Gross 

Tonnage or more (Operational Level). (Regulation II/1, Section A-

II/1 and Table A-II/1.)  

2. Officer in Charge of an Engineering Watch in a continuously 

manned engine room or designated as duty engineer in a 

periodically unmanned engine room. (Operational level.) 

(Regulation III/1, Section A-III/1 and Table A-III/1.) 

3. Electro-Technical Officer. (Regulation III/6, Section A-III/6 and 

Table A-III/6.)  

4. Rating Forming Part of a Watch in a continuously manned engine 

room or appointed to perform duties in a periodically unmanned 

engine room. (Regulation III/4, Section A-III/4 and Table A-III/4.) 

5. Ordinary Seaman.  

6. Rating Forming Part of a Navigational Watch. (Regulation II/4, 

Section A-II/4 and Table A-II/4.) 

7. Wiper.   
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8. Ship's Cook Course in accordance with Maritime Labour 

Convention, 2006 and Resolution No. ADM-068-2013. 

(Regulation 3.2, Standard A 3.2 and Guideline B 3.2 of the 

Maritime Labour Convention, 2006.) 

9. Hotel Staff. 

 

TENTH:  TO NOTIFY  the authorized Maritime Training Centers that they must 

forward to the Maritime Training Department to the following email: 

training.department@amp.gob.pa, within fifteen (15) calendar days 

after the end of the course, the following documentary evidence: 

1. Copy of the attendance register of the participants who have 

taken the training by distance learning, e-learning or virtual 

learning method; 

2. Evidence of the e-learning tools used by the Maritime Training 

Center to perform the distance learning, including videos, 

photographs, didactic material, evidence of forums, 

workshops, among other things that prove that the training has 

been imparted. 

3. Copy of the evaluation or examination applied to the 

participant; 

4. Copy of the issued course certificate. 

 

ELEVENTH:  TO AUTHORIZE until December 31, 2020, the Maritime 

Training Centers authorized by the Panama Maritime Authority 

to provide the Previous Documentary Evaluation (PDE) 

service, to issue electronically the copy of the corresponding 

certificate to the participant. This copy of the certificate will be 

valid until December 31, 2020. Once the national pandemic 

(COVID-19) state of emergency ends, the original certificate 

must be delivered to the participant.  

  

TWELFTH:               TO INFORM the Maritime Training Centers that are authorized 

by the Panama Maritime Authority to provide Previous 

Documentary Evaluation (PDE) services by electronic route, 

that they must keep the evidence digitally and submit their 

reports of certificates issued every day, to the email of the 

Maritime Training Department: 

training.department@amp.gob.pa.  

 

THIRTEENTH:               TO INFORM the Maritime Training Centers that renew and 

teach training courses pursuant to the provisions hereto, that 

they must keep records of the documentation and certificates 

issued, pursuant to the provisions of Resolution No. ADM-096-

2019 of June 05, 2019. 

 

FOURTEENTH:  TO INFORM the authorized Maritime Training Centers that in 

accordance with the provisions of Resolution No. JD-017-2019 

of May 3, 2019, they must pay a fee of five Balboas with 

00/100 (B/.5.00) for each certificate issued pursuant to this 

Resolution, breaking down the number of certificates issued 

and the amount to be paid, bearing in mind that certificates 

issued of courses that have not been registered and reported 

to the Directorate-General of Seafarers will not be recognized. 

 

FIFTEENTH: TO ADVISE the Maritime Training Centers that the Panama 

Maritime Authority may impose administrative and/or 

pecuniary sanctions, if it is found that the Center does not 

mailto:training.department@amp.gob.pa
mailto:training.department@amp.gob.pa
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comply with the provisions hereto and other regulations in 

force, which may even lead to the suspension or revocation of 

their authorization as a Maritime Training Centers of the PMA. 

 

SIXTEENTH:  TO ADVISE that as of January 1, 2021, the Maritime Training 

Centers must comply with the regulations stipulated by the 

Panama Maritime Authority, to provide maritime training 

courses in the relevant modalities. 

 

SEVENTEENTH:  TO AUTHORIZE the Directorate-General of Seafarers to 

communicate, by means of the appropriate mechanisms, the 

content hereto, and to lay down the necessary control 

mechanisms to ensure that the training of seafarers is 

managed, supervised and monitored pursuant to the 

provisions of the STCW'78 Convention, as amended. 

 

EIGHTEENTH:  This resolution subrogates Resolution No. ADM-056-2020 of 

April 16, 2020 and will enter into force upon its signature, until 

December 31, 2020. 

 

 

LEGAL BASIS:   

Law No. 4 of May 15, 1992. 

Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998.  

Resolution No. J.D.-055-2008 of September 18, 2008. 

Resolution No. J.D.-021-2019 of May 3, 2019. 

Resolution No. ADM-096-2019 of June 5, 2019. 

     Resolution No. J.D.-017-2019 of May 3, 2019. 

 

 PUBLISH AND ENFORCE 

 

 

Issued in the city of Panama on the nineteenth (19th) day of the month of May of the year 

two thousand twenty (2020). 

 

 

 

 

 

NORIEL ARAUZ V.   ILDEFONSO SUIRA FRANCO 

ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA  
MARITIME AUTHORITY               

DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE 

OFFICE OF LEGAL COUNSEL, 

ACTING AS SECRETARY OF 

OFFICE 

 

NAV/ISF.  


