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RESOLUTION ADM No. 096-2019 

 

THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, 

in use of his legal powers, and 

 

CONSIDERING THAT: 

 

By Law No. 4 of May 15, 1992, the Republic of Panama approved the International Convention on 

Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, as amended (STCW'78 

Convention, as amended).  
 

Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998 created the Panama Maritime Authority, and the different 

maritime competencies of the public administration were unified.   

 

The Directorate-General of Seafarers is in the Panama Maritime Authority’s organization structure, a 

body of administrative services and program execution, whose functioning and internal organization 

adjusts to the provisions of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998 and in addition, to the regulations 

enacted to develop the latter. 

 

According to numeral 1 of Article 33 of Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, the Directorate-

General of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority has among its duties, enforcing current legal 

statutes on education, training, certification and watchkeeping of seafarers, pursuant to the provisions 

of the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 

Seafarers (STCW) 1978, as amended. 

 

The International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers 

(STCW) 1978, as amended, in Article 1 about General Obligations under the Convention, sets forth 

that the Parties undertake to enact all laws, decrees, orders and regulations and to take all other 

steps which may be necessary to give the Convention full and complete effect, so as to ensure that, 

from the point of view of safety of human life and property at sea and the protection of the marine 

environment, seafarers aboard ships are qualified and fit for their duties. 

 

Said Convention sets forth in Regulation I/6, that each Party shall ensure that the training and 

assessment of seafarers prescribed by the Convention, are managed, supervised and monitored; 

and that those responsible for training and assessing the competency of seafarers prescribed by the 

Convention, are duly qualified for the type and level of training or assessment involved, pursuant to 

the provisions of Section A-I/6 of the STCW Code. 

 

Said Convention sets forth in Regulation I/8 that each Party shall ensure that in accordance with the 

provisions of Section A-I/8 of the STCW Code, all training, assessment of competence, certification, 

including medical certification, endorsement and revalidation activities carried out by non-
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governmental agencies or entities under its authority, are monitored at all times through a quality 

standards system to ensure achievement of defined objectives, including those concerning 

qualifications and experience of instructors and assessors; and where governmental agencies or 

entities perform such activities, there shall be a quality standards system.  

 

Decree Law No. 8 of February 26, 1998, which regulates the work at sea and waterways, among 

other provisions, states in its Article 6 that the Panama Maritime Authority is the competent body to 

ensure the strict observance, and effective implementation of the standards of training, certification 

and watchkeeping of seafarers, set forth in the International Convention on Standards of Training, 

Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW) 1978, as amended.  

 

Resolution No. ADM-148-2011 of November 18, 2011 adopted Resolution 1 in all its parts and Annex 

1 of Resolution 2; both adopted on June 25, 2010 by the 2010 Manila Amendments to the 

International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers 

(STCW) 1978, as amended and its Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers Code, 

respectively. 

 

Resolution No. ADM-158-2018 of September 10, 2018, approved the statutes ruling the Maritime 

Training Centers with head office in the Republic of Panama or abroad and their branches, to whom 

the training of seafarers is delegated on behalf of the Panama Maritime Authority, and unified the 

regulatory requirements on Maritime Training Centers.  

 

Resolution No. JD-021-2019 of May 3, 2019 subrogated Resolution No. JD-045-2016 of August 1, 

2016, as amended by Resolution No. JD-041-2017 of November 14, 2017 and Resolution No. JD-

054-2018 of December 19, 2018, which approves the Training, Certification and Watchkeeping 

Regulations for Seafarers working on Panamanian-flagged ships, in compliance with the 

requirements imposed by the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW) 1978, as amended. 

 

Resolution No. JD-017-2019 of May 3, 2019 subrogated Resolution No. JD-003-2015 of January 27, 

2015 as amended by Resolution No. JD-014-2016 of February 24, 2016, which set the fees for 

national and foreign Maritime Training Centers, for authorization and approval of programs and 

training courses, the addition of courses, the issuance of certificates of courses by authorized 

Maritime Training Centers, among other fees. 

 

This Maritime Administration is responsible for ensuring that seafarers who work aboard a seagoing 

ship have the necessary competencies and skills to undertake their duties; that the training is 

managed, supervised and monitored; and that those responsible for the training of seafarers are duly 

qualified for the type and level of training or assessment involved, pursuant to the provisions of 

Regulation I/6 of the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW) 1978, as amended, and Section A-I/6 of the STCW Code, 
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taking into account that the human factor is a matter that concerns maritime safety and safeguard of 

human life at sea, as well as protection of the marine environment.  

 

Following the principle of continuous improvement, it is important for our Maritime Administration to 

undertake a constant analysis of the implemented statutes and to verify their effectiveness; hence, it 

is necessary to update the statutes and subrogate Resolution No. ADM-158-2018 of September 10, 

2018.  

 

In light of the foregoing considerations, the Administrator of the Panama Maritime Authority, using the 

legal powers conferred upon him by Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998, modified by Law No. 57 

of August 6, 2008; 

 

RESOLVES: 

 

FIRST: TO APPROVE the regulations that rule the Maritime Training 

Centers with head office in the Republic of Panama or abroad and 

their branches, to whom the training of seafarers are delegated on 

behalf of the Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

SECOND: These regulations will be mandatory for all maritime training centers 

and/or their branches that have been authorized or that aspire to be 

authorized by the Panama Maritime Authority, to provide training 

programs and/or courses to seafarers, and upon which the Panama 

Maritime Authority must exercise supervision, follow-up, surveillance, 

oversight and monitoring.  

 

THIRD: A Maritime Training Center may only request authorization to the 

Panama Maritime Authority to provide training programs and/or 

courses for seafarers as a main Center or as a branch of a main 

Center.  Under no circumstances will authorization be conferred to a 

Maritime Training Center to operate under both modalities. 

 

 In the event that a main Maritime Training Center has another 

location with a different address but with the same legal personality, 

they may operate under the same authorization as a Maritime 

Training Center, but must pay the corresponding fee for each 

location. 

 

FOURTH:   For the purposes hereof, the following will be understood as: 

1. Trade Agreement: Written declaration of will between a 

Maritime Training Center that is authorized or in process to 
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be authorized, and another academic institution, with 

different legal personalities, that decide to act, one as the 

main one and the other as a branch, so as to teach training 

courses for seafarers in a joint and solidary manner.  

2. Agreement with a third party for the use of facilities, 

equipment and/or simulators: Written declaration of will 

between an authorized Maritime Training Center or one that 

is in the process of being authorized as a main center or 

branch, and an institution or company that makes available 

to the Main Training Center or branch, a facility, equipment 

and/or simulator aiming to carry out the practical component 

required for training of seafarers..  

3. Remote and electronic learning: virtual or semi-face-to-

face teaching/learning method developed through 

technological platforms and/or information and 

communication technologies, pursuant to the standards for 

training and assessing seafarers set forth in Section A-I/6 

and the guidelines in Section B-1/6 of the STCW Code. 

4. Certification Audit: One that is required for authorization as 

a Maritime Training Center and/or branch for the first time, 

for re-authorization or adding courses. 

5. Maritime Training Center: Teaching institution engaged in 

maritime training, which has training programs and courses, 

qualified instructors, a quality standards system, facilities 

that include teaching rooms, required equipment and 

simulators, and has been authorized or has requested 

authorization by the Directorate-General of Seafarers of the 

Panama Maritime Authority, complying with the 

requirements set forth by the STCW'78 Convention, as 

amended, the STCW Code and the current and applicable 

law.  The teaching institution must have adequate facilities 

that meet the requirements for the training for which it 

requested authorization, and in the case of holding 

agreement(s) with a third party, it must guarantee the use, 

control and maintenance of the former.  

6. Aboard training while employed: Training authorized 

exceptionally to an economic group accredited by the 

Panama Maritime Authority that requests authorization as a 

Maritime Training Center, to train aboard its own staff 

exclusively; or to a Maritime Training Center that renders 
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services to these economic groups or to other users of the 

Panamanian Registry that require it. 

7. Inspections: Those applicable to the continuous oversight 

of the training activities of the Maritime Training Center 

and/or branches.  

8. Instructor: Any person with professional experience and in 

training techniques, duly qualified for the type and level of 

training involved, both ashore and aboard, according to the 

requirements prescribed in Section A-I/6 of the STCW Code, 

and approved by the Directorate-General of Seafarers. 

9. Monitoring: Follow-up to the authorized Maritime Training 

Centers and/or their branches, after the permanent 

authorization is conferred and when the Directorate-General 

of Seafarers deems it necessary. 

10. Maritime Training Center Site: Any teaching institution that 

is an integral part of a main Maritime Training Center, with a 

different address and with the same legal personality. 

11. Branch of a Maritime Training Center: Any academic 

institution that has a different legal personality than the main 

Maritime Training Center and that signed a Trade 

Agreement with the latter to provide training for seafarers.  

 

FIFTH: Any delegation to train seafarers to a Maritime Training Center 

and/or its branch must be conferred when it has been determined 

that: 

1. The Maritime Training Center and/or its branch has the installed 

capacity to teach the requested and authorized programs and 

courses, including teaching rooms, required simulators and 

equipment, the partial or total delegation of this authorization 

being prohibited; 

2. Those responsible for training at the Maritime Training Center 

and/or its branch are duly qualified and have the experience 

pursuant to the provisions of Regulation I/6 and Section A-I/6 of 

the STCW Code, for the type and level of training involved; 

3. Training programs and courses are structured and made 

complying with the appropriate Tables of the STCW Code; with 

the guides approved by our Maritime Administration for creating 

courses; based on the IMO model courses (in case there is no 

guide, curriculum, guideline or program for the course, it may 

serve as a reference for creating a course), or another reference 

approved by the Panama Maritime Authority; 
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4. The training of seafarers is conducted within the framework of a 

quality standards system which guarantees achieving the defined 

objectives, pursuant to Regulation I/8 and Section A-I/8 of the 

STCW Code; 

5. For all mandatory simulator-based training, the provisions of 

Regulation I/12 and Section A-I/12 of the STCW Code are 

observed;  

6. The training of seafarers is conducted meeting the national and 

international standards under which authorization was conferred, 

and does not represent a risk to maritime safety, the 

safeguarding of human life at sea, or the protection of marine 

environment; 

7. There is a proportional relation between the quantity and capacity 

of the teaching rooms, simulators and equipment, and the 

quantity of training programs and courses which they requested; 

and the number of participants defined for each training program 

or course by the Maritime Training Center and/or its branch. 

 

SIXTH: Requests for authorization as a Maritime Training Center or as a 

branch, and for the approval of training programs and courses 

ashore, aboard while employed, and/or remote or electronic 

learning, pursuant to the provisions hereto, must be formalized by 

means of a petition addressed to the Director-General of Seafarers 

and submitted to the Maritime Training Depatment, through a 

competent attorney in the Republic of Panama. 

 

The request must portray the following information: name of the 

Maritime Training Center and/or branch, as it appears on the Public 

Registry certificate or its equivalent in the country of origin; full 

address of the Maritime Training Center and/or branch; list of 

maritime training programs and courses whose authorization they 

request; description of the digital documents submitted and the legal 

basis of the request. 

 

The request must be accompanied by documents and evidence, 

which are detailed hereunder: 

1. Original duly notarized, legalized or apostilled Power of Attorney, 

stating the appointment of the proxy. The general data of the 

legal representative and proxy (name, address, telephone 

numbers, emails) must be included in the Power of Attorney. The 

registration number (record) or its equivalent of the Maritime 
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Training Center and/or its branch as recorded in the Public 

Registry or homologous institution in other countries, must also 

be given; 

2. Original certificate issued by the Public Registry or the equivalent 

in the country of origin, stating the existence and legal 

representation of the company, its date of incorporation, the 

board of directors, legal representative, and for maritime training 

centers located abroad, it must be duly legalized or apostilled; 

3. Payment of the corresponding fee; 

4. Notice of operation of the Maritime Training Center, if located in 

the Republic of Panama;  

5. In the event that the request is for a branch of a Maritime Training 

Center by trade agreement, the following documents must be 

submitted: 

a. Copy of the trade agreement, duly signed by the legal 

representatives of the parties, notarized, legalized or 

apostilled. 

The trade agreement must contain the following components: 

the name of the parties as it appears in the certificate of the 

Public Registry or equivalent in the country of origin, the 

general data of the legal representatives, the contact 

information, the address, the purpose of the agreement, the 

period of validity, description of the training courses, 

equipment and facilities that are part of the agreement; the 

scope and responsibility of both parties. 

b. Certificate issued by the Public Registry or the equivalent in 

the country of origin, stating the existence and legal 

representation of the company (Maritime Training Center, 

main and branch), its date of incorporation, the board of 

directors, legal representative, and for maritime training 

centers located abroad, it must be duly legalized or apostilled; 

6. Copy of the manuals of the training programs or courses for 

which they requested authorization, whose structure must be 

based on the appropriate IMO model courses, the guides for 

creating courses approved by our Maritime Administration or 

another relevant reference. In the event there is no course or 

reference guide for the course which they requested, the STCW 

Code Tables will be used. These manuals for training programs 

or courses shall include the following: 

a. Structure of the training program or course: it shall include 

the purpose or justification, description, general objectives, 
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admission requirements, maximum number of participants, 

instructor profile, facilities, minimum simulators and 

equipment, teaching resources, teaching methodology, 

assessment criteria and bibliography; 

b. Summary of the training program or course including the 

thematic units to be developed, the competencies to be 

achieved and the respective classroom time, in addition to the 

work load needed to conduct the training assessment; 

c. Course schedule that breaks down the daily program of the 

subjects included in the outline; 

d. The assessment criteria of the theoretical and practical 

training by competency, for each training program or course 

which they requested.  

7. Template of the certificates of training courses to be issued, after 

the participant completes and passes the training course(s) 

pursuant to Annex No. 1 hereof.  The certificates shall state the 

following: 

a. Name of the Maritime Training Center and the branch when 

applicable; 

b. Logo of the Maritime Training Center and the branch when 

applicable; 

c. Full name of the participant and his/her personal 

identification number; 

d. Number and date of the resolution authorizing the Maritime 

Training Center and its modifications, when applicable and 

the effective date of the authorization conferred; 

e. Name of the training program or course provided, 

Regulation, Section and Table according to the STCW'78 

Convention, as amended, and the STCW Code; 

f. Consecutive number of the certificate; 

g. Modality of the course taught (face-to-face, aboard while 

employed, remote or electronic learning, or a combination 

thereof); 

h. Start and end date of the training course taught; 

i. Place where the course was taught; 

j. Issue and expiration dates of the certificate; and 

k. Name and signature of the Maritime Training Center's 

Director. 

 The certificate must be issued by the main Maritime Training 

Center. 
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8. Concerning instructors, the following documentation must be 

submitted: 

a. List of instructors with the assignment of training programs 

or courses to be taught. (See Annex No. 2).  

The instructor must be duly qualified for the type and level of 

training involved, pursuant to the provisions of Regulation I/6 

of the STCW'78 Convention, as amended, and Section A-I/6 

of the STCW Code; 

b. Updated resume showing the education background, job 

experience and in teaching techniques. The same shall be 

accompanied by copies of their current certificates of 

education courses for the type and level of training involved, 

and a copy of the seaman’s book which provides evidence 

of their job experience for the specific courses that require it; 

c. Documentary evidence of the instructor's experience in 

instruction techniques or Postgraduate Degree or Master in 

Higher Education; 

d. Copy of the course certificate “Training for Instructors” (IMO 

6.09), pursuant to Regulation I/6 of the SCTW ’78 

Convention, as amended;   

e. Copy of the “Assessment, Examination and Certification of 

Seafarers” (IMO 3.12) course certificate; 

f. Copy of the “Train The Simulator Trainer & Assessor 

Course” (IMO 6.10) certificate pursuant to Regulation I/12 

and Section A-I/12 of the SCTW ’78 Convention, as 

amended, in simulator-based courses.   Additionally, proof of 

training in the simulator issued by the supplier.  

 In the case of a Maritime Training Center located in a country 

whose Maritime Administration validates the simulator-based 

training based on IMO 6.09 and IMO 6.10 model courses, by 

another method besides issuing a certificate, it shall submit:  

i. Documentary evidence issued by the Maritime Administration 

stating that the proposed instructor has been approved to 

provide such training; and 

ii. In the case of the IMO 6.10 model course, proof that the 

training was imparted from the supplier's simulator. 

9. Concerning the quality standards system, the following 

documents must be submitted: 

a. A current quality standards system certificate that observes 

Regulation I/8 and Section A-I/8 of the SCTW'78 Convention, 

as amended, and the STCW Code. 
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b. In case of a Maritime Training Center that belongs to an 

economic group of the Panamanian Registry, evidence that 

there is a duly documented and structured quality standards 

system in place covering the administrative and technical 

aspects of the training courses and programs, exams and 

assessments, required equipment and facilities as well as the 

qualifications and experiences required from all instructors 

and internal audits, that guarantee achieving the defined 

objectives.  

c. Digital version of the quality manual, when applicable; 

d. Digital version of the procedures implemented in the Maritime 

Training Center, pursuant to Regulation I/8 of the SCTW'78 

Convention, as amended. 

 

 In case a main Maritime Training Center and a branch, through a 

trade agreement, have their own quality standards systems, both 

centers shall set up and implement a common procedure in both 

systems that guarantees the effective control and registry of the 

training and the issuance of certificates under the terms of the 

trade agreement. 

 

 The quality standards systems of a main Maritime Training 

Center and a branch shall ensure that the quality policy is 

consistent with the defined objectives, and that the latter are 

based and oriented on the observance of the SCTW'78 

Convention, as amended, and the STCW Code. 

 

 The Maritime Training Center, as well as a branch, must ensure 

the effectiveness of the operation and control of the quality 

standards system on a continuous basis, pursuant to Regulation 

I/8 and Section A-I/8 of the STCW'78 Convention as amended 

and the STCW Code, including procedures and criteria related to: 

i. Selection, hiring and assessment of instructors, including 

validation of the instructor's experience in instruction 

techniques; 

ii. Selection, contracting and assessment of external suppliers;  

iii. Certification and maintenance of equipment, facilities and 

approved simulators, as required; 

iv. Admission of the participant, including the requirement to 

enter the training program or course; 
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v. Designing, developing and updating training programs and 

courses and theoretical and practical tests; 

vi. Control and supervision of the training carried out by the 

instructors and the application of theoretical and practical 

tests; 

vii. Issuance, delivery and cancellation of course certificates; 

viii. Scheduling to provide training programs or courses and to 

assign instructors; 

ix. Implementing amendments to the STCW'78 Convention, as 

amended, including amending or updating IMO model 

courses, or other provisions concerning the training of 

seafarers;  

x. Control and conservation of documented information; 

xi. Control, review, conservation and registration of the 

approved seagoing service, applicable to universities 

authorized in the Republic of Panama to impart programs to 

train officers; 

xii. Statistical information from the data available concerning 

training activities. 

10. Inventory and equipment specifications and approved simulators, 

and the teaching classroom quantity and capacity of the Maritime 

Training Center and/or branch, which shall meet the minimum 

standards set up in the relevant IMO model courses or in the 

course development guides approved by our Maritime 

Administration.  Likewise, it shall submit photos and/or videos of 

said facilities, equipment and simulators. 

 

 Any simulator used for mandatory simulator-based training, 

pursuant to Section A-I/12 of the SCTW'78 Convention, as 

amended, shall: 

a. Be suitable for the selected training objectives and tasks; 

b. Be capable of simulating the operating capabilities of 

shipboard equipment to a level of physical realism 

appropriate to training objectives, and shall include the 

capabilities, constraints and possible flaws of such 

equipment. 

c. Have sufficient behavioral realism to allow a trainee to 

acquire skills consistent with the training objectives. 

d. Allow the creation of a controlled operating environment 

capable of producing a variety of conditions, which may 

include emergencies, changes in metereological and 
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navigation conditions and in the ship's maneuverability, and 

potencially hazardous or unusual situations relevant to the 

training objectives. 

e. Act as an interface through which a trainee can interact with 

the equipment, the simulated environment and the instructor, 

as appropriate; and 

f. Allow the instructor to control, monitor, record and save 

exercises for the effective debriefing of trainees. 

  

When remote learning or e-learning is requested, the Maritime 

Training Center shall submit the equipment inventory and the 

specifications of the technology platform used. 

 

11. If the main Maritime Training Center or branch does not have its 

own facilities and/or simulators to perform the practical 

component of the training courses for which it requested 

authorization, and that require this practice, it can hold an 

agreement with a third party, and will be limited only to approved 

simulators at the deck and engine sections; approved simulators 

for liquid cargo, firefighting facilities, swimming pools, and kitchen 

facilities. 

 

 The facilities and simulators contemplated in the third-party 

agreement shall be located in the same country where the main 

Maritime Training Center or branch is located, and they must 

submit the following documentation: 

a. Copy of the third-party agreement, duly signed by the legal 

representatives, notarized, legalized or apostilled. 

 The third-party agreement shall contain the following 

components: name of both parties as they appear in the 

Public Registry certificate or the equivalent in the country of 

origin, the general information of the legal representatives, 

contact information, address, agreement objective, time 

period in force, description of equipment, facility and/or 

simulator that the third party shall make available to the main 

Maritime Training Center or branch; scope of application and 

responsibilities of each party. 

 The agreement shall make sure that the services are 

rendered without interfering with the daily activities of each 

party. It is the responsibility of the Maritime Training Center 

that hires the service, to monitor at all times and keep a 
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record of the training, according to the conditions whereby it 

was authorized. 

b. Procedure implemented in the quality standards system that 

stipulates how the main Maritime Training Center or branch, 

will execute and control the practical component by using the 

facility, equipment and/or simulator, through a third-party 

agreement. 

c. Form where the performance of the practical component is 

recorded, that includes date, name and signature of the 

participants, name of the training course imparted, as well as 

the name and signature of the Maritime Training Center's 

Director, the instructor and the person responsible for the 

facility, equipment and/or simulator. 

 

The Panama Maritime Authority through the Directorate-General 

of Seafarers may approve simulators for special tasks to be used 

in specific maritime trainings, capable of simulating navigating 

scenarios of ships, engine rooms, navigation in canals or 

maneuvers, mathematical or on scale, pursuant to the minimum 

standards for the specific training. The approval of these 

simulators will be subject to monitoring inspections when the 

Directorate-General of Seafarers deems it necessary. 

 

12. The authorization as a Maritime Training Center and of the 

approved courses, which must be issued by the Maritime 

Administration of the country of origin, duly legalized or 

apostilled. This authorization must come from a country that is 

included in the last version of Circular MSC.1/Circ.1163 of the 

International Maritime Organization.  

 

The Directorate-General of Seafarers may waive, through a 

reasoned resolution, the requirement of the appropriate Maritime 

Administration's authorization, as long as the education and 

training being rendered complies with the STCW'78 Convention 

and Code as amended, in the cases which fulfill one or some the 

following criteria:  

a. Maritime Training Centers located in countries which do not 

have a Maritime Authority due to the lack of borders with seas 

or oceans, but have signed Agreements with the Panama 

Maritime Authority related to the STCW'78 Convention, as 

amended.   
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b. Maritime Training Centers located in countries assisted by 

technical cooperation in the process of implementing the 

provisions of the STCW'78 Convention, as amended, but that 

have signed agreements with the Panama Maritime Authority 

related to the STCW'78 Convention, as amended.  

c. Maritime Training Centers from countries whose Maritime 

Authorities only recognize governmental Maritime Training 

Centers, while private Maritime Training Centers are 

authorized by another governmental body. 

d. Maritime Training Centers from countries whose Maritime 

Authorities do not authorize aboard training programs, as long 

as the training takes place in Panamanian-flagged ships. 

e. Maritime Training Centers whose Maritime Authorities 

(country of origin) constrain the authorization of Maritime 

Training Centers; and/or an interest exists from the maritime 

operators and/or seafarers' placement agencies; or in a 

specific country where the authorization of an additional 

Maritime Training Center in that geographic area is beneficial 

to the Panamanian Registry. 

f. Those economic groups certified by the Panama Maritime 

Authority that request authorization as Maritime Training 

Centers, or other users of the Panamanian Registry that 

require it, to train ashore or aboard their own staff exclusively. 

In order to apply the above standard, the Directorate-General 

of Seafarers is authorized to create an Economic Groups list, 

which will be notified and updated monthly.  

 

In the previous cases, the applicant shall submit certification or 

evidence, duly legalized or apostilled, that certifies the 

documentation submitted in the request for waiver. 

 

13. Any other requirement stipulated by the law. 

 

SEVENTH:  The main Maritime Training Center will be responsible for submitting 

all the documents to the Directorate-General of Seafarers, as well as 

for paying the current fees for the authorization requests, forwarding 

the monthly report of course certificates issued by the branches and 

their appropriate payment.  

 

EIGHTH: The Maritime Training Centers authorized by the Panama Maritime 

Authority, as well as their branches, can only teach courses and 
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issue the appropriate certificates at the address audited and 

authorized by the Panama Maritime Authority, therefore all contrary 

practices are forbidden. 

 

NINETH:   Once the request is submitted with all the documents mentioned in 

the SIXTH article, and after verifying that the technical assessment 

performed by the Maritime Training Department has been 

successfully accomplished, the Director-General of Seafarers may 

confer to the Maritime Training Center and/or the branch by a 

reasoned resolution, a provisional authorization for a period no 

longer than six (6) months, with the possibility to extend it just once 

for the same period.  

 

This provisional authorization will be conferred if the Maritime 

Training Center or the branch has been previously authorized by the 

Panama Maritime Authority, or in the case of requesting 

authorization for the first time, when it is determined that the 

Maritime Training Center has an authorization from its Maritime 

Administration, a notorious trajectory and international prestige in 

maritime training matters, and expresses its willingness to be subject 

to an audit, during the period of validity of the provisional 

authorization. 

 

The provisional authorization cannot be conferred in any case if the 

technical assessment of the documents submitted has not been 

carried out successfully.   

 

TENTH:  If the request for authorization as a Maritime Training Center and/or 

branch, or for adding courses, fails to comply with any of the 

requirements described in the SIXTH article hereof, a note will be 

written to the applicant, advising that it has thirty (30) calendar days 

to correct or complete the missing documentation.  If the thirty (30) 

calendar days have elapsed and the applicant has not corrected or 

completed the documentation, instructions will be given to file the 

request and the Maritime Training Center and/or branch will not have 

the right to a refund of the fees paid.  

 

ELEVENTH:  The audits to the Maritime Training Centers and/or branches 

performed by Panama Maritime Authority officers, be they for 

certification, inspection or monitoring, will cover aspects such as: 
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1. Objective evidence that the Maritime Training Center has 

implemented the procedures, criteria and records related to the 

admission of students, selecting and hiring instructors, external 

suppliers, equipment maintenance, facilities and simulators, 

development, execution and assessment of training programs, 

issuance of certificates and control and conservation of the 

documented information;  

2. Objective evidence of the participation of the teaching and 

administrative staff of the maritime training center and/or the 

branch in observing the defined objectives, procedures and 

effectiveness in reference to the seafarers' training and the 

STCW'78 Convention, as amended. 

3. The proper use of teaching materials, classrooms, required 

equipment, and the use of simulators in compliance with Section 

A-I/6 and A-I/12 of the STCW'78 Convention, as amended, and 

the necessary guidance to the instructors on the instruction 

techniques used with those simulators. 

4. Objective evidence that confirms that the instructors and 

administrative staff comply with the requirements set forth by 

Regulation I/6 and Section A-I/6, for the appropriate type and 

level of training involved, contemplated by the STCW’78 

Convention as amended, as well as for duly training and 

refreshing the teaching staff. 

5. The quality standards, processes and procedures implemented at 

the Maritime Training Center and/or branch, regarding training 

activities and issuing certificates;  

6. The performance and output of internal and external audits and 

continuous improvement methods, pursuant to Regulation I/8 of 

the STCW'78 Convention, as amended.  

7. Implementing new requirements and updating training courses 

and programs in reference to amendments to the STCW'78 

Convention as amended, and the applicable regulations. 

8. In the case of educational centers that train officers in charge of 

navigational and engineering watches, everything related to 

training programs including overseeing, reviewing and recording 

the seagoing service;  

9. The correct use of remote or e-learning pursuant to Section A-I/6 

and Section B-I/6 of the STCW'78 Convention, as amended. 

 

TWELFTH:  In the event that major nonconformities are detected by virtue of an 

audit, inspection or monitoring carried out, the Maritime Training 
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Center and/or branch will have a maximum period of three (3) 

months following the day of notification to correct and close the 

findings. 

 

If minor nonconformities are detected, the Maritime Training Center 

and/or branch will have a maximum period of four (4) months 

folllowing the day of notification to correct the findings. 

 

The documents for closing nonconformities, including the action plan 

and documentary evidence, must be presented by means of a 

petition addressed to the Directorate-General of Seafarers and 

submitted to the Maritime Training Department, for their 

corresponding assessment. 

 

The documents for closing the findings must be technically 

evaluated, and in the event that the actions implemented by the 

Maritime Training Center and/or branch require on-site verification, 

an inspection or monitoring will be carried out and the Maritime 

Training Center and/or branch will bear the cost. 

 

Failure to close the nonconformities in the periods set out will be 

grounds for suspending or revoking the Maritime Training Center's 

and/or branch's authorization through a reasoned resolution.This 

suspension will not be lifted until the nonconformities are closed.  

 

THIRTEENTH:  The audits, inspections or monitoring to the Maritime Training 

Centers and/or branches will be performed within the periods that 

the Directorate-General of Seafarers deems appropriate, pursuant to 

these regulations and their procedures. 

 

FOURTEENTH:  The Maritime Training Centers and/or branches must pay the travel 

expenses and per diems of the Panama Maritime Authority's staff 

that will perform the audit, inspection or monitoring pursuant to the 

provisions of the State's General Budget Law in force for the tax 

period of the date of the audit; and they must also coordinate the 

auditors' transportation during the audit period. 

 

FIFTEENTH:   Once the corresponding audit has been performed the Maritime 

Training Technical Commission will be summoned, after the audit 

report has been notified, when the DGS deems it appropriate. 
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The Maritime Training Technical Commission will comprise the 

following members:  

1. Deputy Director-General of Seafarers, who will chair the 

Commission; 

2. The Legal Counsel Office Director or an officer appointed by 

the latter;  

3. Director-General of Merchant Marine or an officer appointed 

by the latter;  

4. Head of the Control and Compliance Unit of the Directorate-

General of Seafarers or an officer appointed by the former; 

5. A representative of the Directorate-General of Seafarers. 

 

In all the meetings of the Training Technical Commission, the floor 

will be given to the Maritime Training Department chief or deputy 

chief and when it is deemed appropriate, to the Certification 

Department chief or deputy chief, who will participate with the right to 

speak. 

 

When appropriate, the mandatory participation of the auditor who led 

the Maritime Training Center's and/or branch's audit will be 

requested, who will be evaluated by the Training Technical 

Commission and will participate with the right to speak. 

 

SIXTEENTH: The following are attributions of the Maritime Training Technical 

Commission: 

1. Assessing the requests for authorization as a Maritime 

Training Center and/or branch and adding courses based on 

the provisions prescribed in national and international 

standards and on the requirements set forth hereto, and 

issuing recommendations to the Director-General of Seafarers 

related to said requests.   

2. Assessing the results of the follow-up, oversight and 

monitoring activities performed by the Directorate-General of 

Seafarers and issuing recommendations to the Director-

General of Seafarers based on their outcome.    

3. Recommending the Director-General of Seafarers to suspend 

or revoke the authorization conferred to a Maritime Training 

Center and/or branch, or to specific authorized maritime 

training courses when there is justifiable cause.  
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4. Recommending the application of financial sanctions to 

Maritime Training Centers and/or branches, decision which 

will be under the charge of the DGS Assessment Committee; 

5. Any other duties assigned by the Director-General of 

Seafarers. 

 

SEVENTEENH: The validity of the permanent authorization conferred to a Maritime 

Training Center by the Panama Maritime Authority through the 

Directorate-General of Seafarers will be three (3) years. Said period 

shall include the time of the provisional authorization or 

authorizations conferred. 

 

The permanent authorization of a branch will have the same 

effective date as the authorization held by the main Maritime 

Training Center. 

 

In no case will a permanent authorization be issued to a Maritime 

Training Center and/or branch with major nonconformities that have 

not been duly corrected and closed before the Maritime Training 

Department. 

 

EIGHTEENTH:  The Directorate-General of Seafarers through the Maritime Training 

Department will inspect and monitor the Maritime Training Centers 

and/or branches after permanent authorization is conferred, to verify 

that they still observe the requirements set out hereto and the 

STCW'78 Convention as amended and the STCW Code. 

 

 The expenses of these inspections and monitoring will be covered 

by the Maritime Training Center and/or branch, pursuant to the 

provisions hereto. 

 

NINETEENTH: The Directorate-General of Seafarers will impose sanctions on 

authorized Maritime Training Centers and/or branches in the event 

of noncompliance with the provisions stipulated in the STCW'78 

Convention, as amended, and in current and national statutes 

applicable by the Panama Maritime Authority. 

 

TWENTIETH:  The authorization conferred by the Panama Maritime Authority to a 

Maritime Training Center and/or branch may be suspended or 

revoked through a reasoned resolution, in the following cases: 
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1. If the Maritime Training Center and/or branch does not comply 

with the provisions of the STCW'78 Convention as amended, the 

current and applicable statutes issued by the Panama Maritime 

Authority or other regulations in force, representing a maritime 

security risk, for human life at sea and the maritime environment; 

2. If it is confirmed that the Maritime Training Center and/or branch 

does not observe or maintain the conditions and requirements 

under which it was authorized; 

3. If the Maritime Training Center and/or branch teaches at an 

address that has not been audited and authorized by the Panama 

Maritime Authority; 

4. If the Maritime Training Center and/or branch provides training 

programs and courses that have not been authorized by the 

Panama Maritime Authority; 

5. If the purpose of the company or of the activities portrayed in the 

notice of operation are incompatible with the activities performed 

by the Maritime Training Center and/or branch, or there is a 

conflict of interests with the current legal provisions. 

6. If it is confirmed that the certificates issued by the Maritime 

Training Center and/or branch are not supported with sufficient 

evidence during the corresponding tracing, including, but not 

limited to:  

a. That the instructor does not train; 

b. That the student does not receive training; 

c. That training is given by an instructor not included in the 

authorized list; 

d. That the Maritime Training Center is not duly authorized to 

teach and to issue certificates to seafarers; 

7. When it is confirmed that the teaching staff does not have the 

competency, qualifications, experience and professional 

credentials consistent with the type or level of instruction or 

training to be imparted, in accordance with Regulation I/6 of the 

International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification 

and Watchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, as amended, and Section 

A-I/6 of the STCW Code; 

8. When the nonconformities are not closed within the time period 

stipulated hereto;  

9. When the Maritime Training Center and/or branch has corrected 

and closed a major nonconformity raised during an audit, and the 

same finding is detected during the next audit process; 
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10. When the Maritime Training Center does not make a formal 

request to the Directorate-General of Seafarers to include or 

exclude an instructor that is part of its staff; 

11. When the Maritime Training Center does not deliver the reports 

of the certificates issued in the time period stipulated hereto; 

12. When the Maritime Training Center does not pay the fee set for 

the certificates issued in the time period stipulated hereto; 

13. When the Maritime Training Center does not deliver the course 

announcements in the time period stipulated hereto; 

14. Any other situation or case where the Directorate-General of 

Seafarers deems that the former breaches this resolution and the 

STCW'78 Convention, as amended and the STCW Code. 

 

TWENTY-FIRST:  The authorization request from a Maritime Training Center and/or 

branch may be denied if it teaches maritime training programs or 

courses in the Republic of Panama, before the Panama Maritime 

Authority confers a provisional or permanent authorization. 

 

TWENTY SECOND: In respect of the resolutions issued by the Directorate-General of 

Seafarers that revoke or suspend the authorization or delegation to 

train seafarers on behalf of the Panama Maritime Authority, a 

Remedy of Reconsideration may be filed before the Director-General 

of Seafarers within five (5) business days after notification, and/or a 

Remedy of Appeal before the Administrator of the Panama Maritime 

Authority within five (5) business days after notification.  

 Both remedies will be granted without suspending the effects. 

 

TWENTY THIRD:  A Maritime Training Center and/or branch, duly authorized by the 

Panama Maritime Authority that wants to renew its authorization, 

may request it up to six (6) months before the authorization 

conferred expires, by means of a petition filed by a competent 

attorney and providing the requirements set forth hereto. 

 

TWENTY FOURTH: The Maritime Training Centers and/or branches shall request by 

means of a petition addressed to the Directorate-General of 

Seafarers, any inclusion or exclusion of an instructor that is part of 

their staff, observing the provisions set forth hereto. 

 

TWENTY FIFTH: The Maritime Training Centers shall report the training certificates to 

the Maritime Training Department immediately after they are issued, 

through the mechanisms prescribed by the Maritime Administration. 
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It is mandatory for the Maritime Training Centers to submit a monthly 

report to the Directorate-General of Seafarers, through the Maritime 

Training Department, within the first five (5) business days of the 

following month, with a list of total courses taught and a list of 

participants, and to pay the fee for the certificates issued according 

to said monthly report. (See Annex No. 3).  

 

The fee must be paid by the last day of the month when the report is 

submitted.  Non-submission of the monthly report and non-payment 

will constitute a bad practice and the DGS will admonish the Center. 

The recidivism of this decreed bad practice may result in the 

suspension or revocation laid out in the TWENTY-SECOND Article. 

 

TWENTY SIXTH:   The Maritime Training Centers and branches authorized by the 

Directorate-General of Seafarers to teach courses ashore, in 

employment aboard and/or remote or electronic learning, are 

required to keep records of the courses taught for a term of five (5) 

years, counted from the issue date of the corresponding certificate. 

 

TWENTY SEVENTH: The Maritime Training Centers shall submit within the first fifteen 

(15) days of each calendar year, the contact person's name and 

his/her information including his/her physical address, post office 

box, email, the telephone number of the Maritime Training Center 

and/or its branches, where the Panama Maritime Authority will 

execute all relevant communications and notifications.  In the event 

that the Maritime Training Center substitutes the attorney-in-fact 

(lawyer), it must communicate it in writing as soon as possible to the 

Directorate-General of Seafarers; otherwise, said Directorate-

General will not be responsible for communicating or notifying a 

document or information to the attorney-in-fact registered in the file 

at that time, representing the Maritime Training Center. 

 

TWENTY EIGHTH: The Directorate-General of Seafarers shall apply these regulations 

to the authorization requests of courses coming from the 2006 

Maritime Labor Convention, and other national and international 

statutes or standards that it may determine.    

 

 In such cases, the assessments and audits of said requests will be 

performed observing the requirements stipulated hereto, as well as 

the specific applicable training rules. 
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TWENTY NINETH: TO AUTHORIZE the Directorate-General of Seafarers to set up the 

corresponding procedures, so that the provisions hereto are 

observed. 

 

THIRTIETH: TO AUTHORIZE the Directorate-General of Seafarers to 

communicate, by means of the appropriate mechanisms, the content 

hereof. 

 

THIRTY FIRST: This resolution supersedes Resolution No. ADM-158-2018 of 

September 10, 2018.  

 

THIRTY SECOND:   This resolution will enter into force upon its publication in the Official 

Gazette of the Republic of Panama. 

 

LEGAL BASIS: Law No. 4 of May 15, 1992. 

Law No. 38 of July 31, 2000. 

Decree Law No. 7 of February 10, 1998 and modifications. 

Decree Law No. 8 of February 26, 1998. 

Resolution No. J.D.-017-2019 of May 3, 2019. 

Resolution No. J.D.-021-2019 of May 3, 2019. 

Resolution No. ADM-148-2011 of November 18, 2011. 

 

COMMUNICATE, PUBLISH AND ENFORCE 

 

Issued in the city of Panama on the fifth (5th) day of June, two thousand nineteen (2019). 

  

  

 

JORGE BARAKAT PITTY             MIGDALIA JAÉN 

 

ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA LEGAL COUNSEL OFFICE DIRECTOR 

MARITIME AUTHORITY     ACTING AS SECRETARY OF THE OFFICE  

 


