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RESOLUTION J.D. No. 045-2016 
 

The BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTHORITY, in use of its 
legal faculties, and  

WHEREAS: 
 
That by Law No.4, of May 15th of 1992, the Republic of Panama approved the International 
Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as 
amended (STCW’78, as amended). 
 
That by Law Decree No. 7, of February 10th of 1998, is created the Panama Maritime Authority 
and, are unified the different maritime competences of the public administration. 
 
That inside the organic structure of the Panama Maritime Authority, it is found the General 
Directorate of Seafarers, body of administrative services and program execution, which functioning 
and internal organization are adjusted to the specified in the Law Decree N°7 of February 10th of 
1998, and in addition to this, to the regulations dictated with regard to it. 
  
That the numeral 3, of the article 18, of the Law Decree No.7, of February 10th, 1998, establishes 
that corresponds to the Board of Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority, to adopt the 
administrative, scientific and technological policies which promotes and ensure the competiveness 
and profitableness of the maritime sector, and the development of its human resources; as well as of 
structuring, ruling, determining, fixing, changing and imposing taxes and rights by the services the 
Authority gives. 
 
That according the numeral 1 of the article 33, of Law Decree N°7, of February 10th, 1998, the 
General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority has among its functions, the 
enforcement of the current legal standards on education, training, certification and watchkeeping of 
seafarers, according with the established in the International Convention on Standards of Training, 
Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers of 1978, as amended (STCW’78, as amended). 
 
In this sense, the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority, must 
authorize, oversee, and supervise the compliance of the programs of education and training of any 
of the institutions by which are provided knowledge of marine or maritime overall education. 
 
That according with the Resolution J.D. No.007-2000, of March 28th of 2000, the Board of 
Directors of the Panama Maritime Authority, authorized the Administrator [of] this Institution to 
dictate the measures of procedures, by which are managed the requests of recognition to the 
national and international Maritime Training Centers. 
 
That the Law Decree No.8, of February 26th of 1998, by which is regulated the work at sea and the 
waterways, and other dispositions are dictated, establishes in its Article 6, that the Panama Maritime 
Authority is the competent entity to exercise the functions of watching for the strict compliance and 
efficient application of the standards of training, certification and watchkeeping for seafarers, 



enshrined in the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping 
for Seafarers of 1978, as amended (STCW’78, as amended). 
 
That through Resolution J.D.No.009-2001, of February 12th, 2001, the Board of Directors of the 
Panama Maritime Authority approved the national dispositions for the training and certification of 
the Seafarers, in compliance of the demands imposed by the International Convention on Standards 
of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW STCW’78, as amended). 
 
That according with the Resolution ADM No.148-2011, of November 18th, 2011, it was adopted the 
Resolution 1, in all its parts, and the Annex 1 of the Resolution 2; both adopted on June 25th of 
2010, through the 2010 Manila Amendments, to the International Convention on Standards of 
Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers of 1978, as amended (STCW’78, as 
amended) and its STCW Code, respectively. 
 
That the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification, and Watchkeeping for 
Seafarers of 1978, as amended (STCW’78, as amended), in its Article 1, about General obligations 
under the Convention, establishes that the Parties undertake to promulgate all laws, decrees, orders 
and regulations and to take all other steps which may be necessary to give the Convention full and 
complete effect, so as to ensure that, from the point of view of the  safety of life and property at sea, 
and the protection of the marine environment, seafarers on board of ships are qualified and fit for 
their duties. 
 
That is imperative to update, adequate and implement the national legal regulation according with 
the amendments performed to the International Conventions, which the Republic of Panama have 
signed, therefore 

 
BE IT RESOLVED: 

 
FIRST: To approve the REGULATION OF TRAINING, CERTIFICATION AND 

WATCHKEEPING FOR SEAFARERS WHO WORK ON BOARD OF 
PANAMA-FLAG VESSELS, which has the national and international regulations 
for training and certification for seafarers, in compliance with the demands 
imposed by the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification, 
and Watchkeeping for Seafarers (Convention STCW’78, as amended), including 
the 2010 Manila Amendments.  

 
The approved regulation is included in the Annex No.1, which is an essential part 
of this resolution. 
 

SECOND: That this Resolution will enter into force since the date of publication in the Official 
Gazette. 

THIRD: That this Resolution derogates the Resolution J.D. No.009-2001, of February 12th, 
2001, and other contrary dispositions. 



FOURTH: To authorize the General Director of Seafarers to issue the necessary resolutions or 
circulars for the implementation, compliance and communication of this resolution. 

Legal Basis: Law No.4, May 15th, 1992. 
 Law Decree No.7, February 10th, 1998. 
 Law Decree No.8, February 26th, 1998. 
 Resolution J.D. No.007-2000, March 28th, 2000. 
 Resolution ADM No.148-2011, November 18th, 2011. 
 

TO BE COMMUNICATED, PUBLISHED AND COMPLIED. 
 

Given in the City of Panama, the    first   (   1st) day of the month of August, of the year two 
thousand and sixteen (2016). 
 
 
 
THE PRESIDENT      THE SECRETARY 
 
 

[Signature]   [Signature] 
 
ALVARO ALEMAN HEALY    JORGE BARAKAT PITTY 
MINISTRO DE LA PRESIDENCIA   ADMINISTRATOR 
       AUTORIDAD MARITIMA DE PANAMA 
 
AAH/JBP 
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REGULATION OF TRAINING, CERTIFICATION AND WATCHKEEPING FOR 
SEAFARERS FOR SEAFARERS WHO WORK ON BOARD OF PANAMA-FLAG 

VESSELS 
 
 

CHAPTER I 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 
Article 1:   Application 

This Regulation shall apply to seafarers serving on board seagoing ships 
entitled to fly the flag of Panama, except to those serving on board of: 
1. Warships, naval auxiliaries or other ships owned or operated by the 

State and engaged only on governmental non-commercial service. 
2. Fishing vessels. 
3. Pleasure yachts not engaged in trade. 
4. Wooden ships of primitive build. 
5. Mobile Offshore Drilling Units (MODU/MOU). 
 
The PMA can implement regulations for those exceptions that are 
established in this article. 
 

Article 2:  Definitions 
For the purpose of this Regulation, unless expressly provided otherwise, 
will rule the following definitions: 
 
Administration means the Government of the Party whose flag the ship is 
entitled to fly. 
 
Approved means approved by the GDS of the PMA, in representation of 
the Republic of Panama as State Party, in accordance with the Regulations 
of the STCW’78 Convention, as amended. 
 
Assistant (candidate) deck officer, engineer officer or electro-technical 
officer means a person (cadet) under training to get the certificate of deck, 
engineer or electro-technical officer. 
 
Audit means a systematic, independent and documented process to obtain 
evidences and evaluate them objectively, with the purpose to determine the 
scope of which the criteria of the audit are complied. 
 
PMA, Panama Maritime Authority. 
 
Oil tanker means a ship constructed and used for the carriage of petroleum 
and petroleum products in bulk. 



 
Cargo ship means any ship less than a passenger ship. 
 
Ro-ro passenger ship means a passenger ship with ro-ro spaces or special 
category spaces as defined in the International Convention for the Safety of 
Life at Sea, 1974 (SOLAS), as amended. 
 
Passenger ship means a ship as defined in the International Convention of 
the Safety of Life at Sea 1974, as amended. 
 
Chemical tanker means a ship constructed or adapted and used for the 
carriage in bulk of any liquid product listed in chapter 17 of the 
International Bulk Chemical Code. 
 
Liquefied gas tanker means a ship constructed or adapted and used for the 
carriage in bulk of any liquefied gas or other product listed in chapter 19 of 
the International Gas Carrier Code. 
 
Master means the person having command of a ship. 
 
Maritime Training Center (MTC) means an educational institution 
especially designed for the maritime training, which has training programs, 
experienced qualified instructors, quality management system, facilities 
with teaching classrooms, equipment and simulators, and that has been 
recognized by the GDS of the PMA, complying with the established 
requirements by the STCW’78 Convention, as amended, and the current 
and applicable legislation. The educational institution must have its own 
facilities; and in the case of having agreement(s) with other institutions, 
must guarantee the usage, control and maintenance of the facilities. 
 
Course Certificate means a document issued to seafarers by a MTC 
recognized by a State Party, which complies with the pertinent dispositions 
of the Convention STCW’78, as amended, which constitutes documentary 
proof or evidence of the approved training of the competencies required by 
the Convention STCW’78, as amended. 
 
Certificate of Proficiency means a certificate approved and issued by the 
GDS or other State Party, other than a certificate of competency, in which is 
stated that the relevant requirements of training, competencies or seagoing 
service in the Convention have been met. When the certificate of 
proficiency has been issued by other different State Party, it can be 
endorsed by the PMA. 
 
Certificate of Inspection of Crew Accommodation, CICA. 



 
ISPS Code, International Ship and Port Facility Security Code. 
 
Radio duties include, as appropriate, watchkeeping and technical 
maintenance and repairs conducted in accordance with the Radio 
Regulations, the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 
1974, (SOLAS), as amended, and, at the discretion of each Administration, 
the relevant recommendations of the International Maritime Organization. 
 
Company means the owner of the ship or any other organization or person 
such as the manager, or the bareboat charterer, who has assumed the 
responsibility for operation of the ship from the shipowner and who, on 
assuming such responsibility, has agreed to take over all the duties and 
responsibilities imposed on the company by these regulations. 
 
SOLAS Convention, International Convention for the Safety of Life at 
Sea, 1974, as amended. 
 
STCW’78 Convention, as amended, International Convention on 
Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, 
as amended. 
 
Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, MLC, 2006. 
 
STCW Code means the Seafarers’ Training, Certification and 
Watchkeeping (STCW) Code as adopted by the 1995 Conference resolution 
2, as it may be amended by the International Maritime Organization. 
 
Fault or Neglect, in the broader sense, do not deploy in the compliance of 
the obligations and the proceedings demanded by law, particularly when 
such actions cause damage to thirds. 
 
Evaluation Criteria are the entries appearing in column 4 of the 
“Specification of Minimum Standard of Competence” tables in part A of 
the STCW’78 Code, and provide the means for an assessor to judge 
whether or not a candidate can perform the related tasks, duties and 
responsibilities. 
 
Course means training approved by the GDS or a State Party in order that 
the seafarers get the level of competency which includes knowledge, 
understanding and sufficiency required to develop the tasks, duties, and 
responsibilities that are part of their functions, in accordance with the 
STCW’78 Convention, as amended. 
 



Updating Course means any course approved by the GDS, with the 
purpose to ensure the competency of seafarers in an area, level or specific 
task in accordance with the Convention STCW’78, as amended, when there 
is not exercising the functions inherent of the at least twelve (12) months 
holding certificate during the preceding five (5) years, or a total of three (3) 
months during the previous six (6) months of the revalidation or certificate 
of competency renewal; or, when the amendments to the standards of 
competency established in such Convention has been adopted. 
 
Upgrading Course means a previous course recognized by the GDS, 
exclusively for Panamanian, and for foreigners officers who has been 
studied in maritime university center an approved training, with the purpose 
to obtain an immediate superior level, with the purpose of guarantee that the 
participant has acquired the required knowledge, comprehension, and 
sufficiency to develop in a management level, accordingly with the 
Convention STCW’78, as amended. 
 
GDS, the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime 
Authority. 
 
GDMM, the General Directorate of Merchant Marine of the Panama 
Maritime Authority. 
 
Fraud: bad faith in which the person acts with the purpose of obtaining an 
unlawful end.   
 
Equivalence means the teaching and training projects that the GDS can 
hold or adopt, including the seagoing service; and, an on board 
organization, especially adapted to technical progress, and to special types 
of ships and  traffic, with the condition of that the seagoing service, the 
knowledge and efficiency demanded by the vessel’s government and the 
cargo manipulation, in both: the nautical and technical area, are such that 
guarantee a level of security at sea, and of the prevention of the pollution, 
equivalent to the prescribed in the STCW’78 Convention, as amended. 
 
Edict/Ordinance means the mean of notification or summons, order by the 
authority that recognize the process; it is visible posted in the [law] office, 
to communicate a resolution to a person, or to summon them because their 
domicile or whereabouts is unknown. 
 
 
Suspensory Effect: Those given because the ordinary appeal established 
by Law (reconsideration and appeal), by which the effects and execution of 



the impugned resolution is suspended, while the reconsideration or second 
instance takes effect.  
 
Independent Evaluation means an evaluation by suitably qualified 
persons, independent of, or external to, the unit or activity being evaluated, 
to verify that the administrative and operational procedure, established by 
the GDS, at all levels are managed, organized, undertaken and monitored 
internally in order to ensure their fitness for purpose and achievement of 
stated objectives. 
 
Evaluator means any duly qualified person with experience to comply the 
evaluation of the seafarers’ competency, following the established 
parameters by the STCW’78 Convention, as amended, with either on board 
or ashore, approved by the GDS, with the aim of determining if the 
candidates are competent to perform the tasks, goals and responsibilities 
that are part of their functions, accordingly to the STCW’78 Convention, as 
amended. 
 
Medical Practitioner / Physician means a professional who practices the 
medicine, appropriately qualified, authorized by the PMA or by a 
competent maritime administration, to perform the recognitions for 
seafarers, and to issue the medical certificates. 
 
Function means a group of tasks, duties and responsibilities, as specified in 
the STCW Code necessary for ship operation, the safety of life at sea, or of 
the protection of the marine environment. 
 
Instructor means any appropriately qualified person, with experience for 
the type and level of training to teach, on board or ashore, according with 
the requirements prescribed in the Section A-I/6 of the STCW Code, 
approved by the GDS. 
 
Chief Engineer Officer means the engineer officer responsible for the 
mechanical propulsion and the operation and maintenance of the 
mechanical and electrical installations of the ship.  
 
Seaman’s Book means an identity document issued to seafarers, used to 
write down the working seagoing service, which must be signed and 
sealed/stamped by the ship’s master. Moreover, must be at least stated the 
following information: ship’s name and IMO number, propulsive power, 
gross tonnage. This document must be renewed every 5 years. 
 
Able Seafarer Deck means a rating qualified in accordance with the 
provisions of regulation II/5 of the STCW’78 Convention, as amended. 



 
Able Seafarer Engine means a rating qualified in accordance with the 
provisions of regulation III/5 of the STCW’78 Convention, as amended. 
 
Electro-technical Rating means a rating qualified in accordance with the 
provisions of regulation III/7 of the STCW’78 Convention, as amended. 
 
Rating means a member of the ship’s crew other than the master or an 
officer. 
 
Month means a calendar month or thirty (30) days made up of periods of 
less than one month. 
 
Passenger means any person other than: 
Master, a ship crew member or any other employed or hired person on 
board of the ship in any other task related with its activities. 
 
Support Level means the level of responsibility associated with performing 
assigned tasks, duties or responsibilities on board a seagoing ship under the 
direction of an individual who serves in the operational or management 
level. 
 
Management Level means the level of responsibility associated with: 

1. Serving as master, chief mate, chief engineer officer or second 
engineer officer on board a seagoing ship, and 

2. Ensuring that all functions within the designated area of 
responsibility are properly performed. 

 
Operational Level means the level of responsibility associated with: 

1. Serving as officer in charge of a navigational or engineering watch 
or as designated duty engineer for periodically unmanned 
machinery spaces or as radio operator on board a seagoing ship; 
and 

2. Maintaining direct control over the performance of all functions 
within the designated area of responsibility in accordance with 
pertinent procedures and under the direction of an individual 
serving in the management level for that area of responsibility. 

  
Standards of Competence means the level of proficiency to be achieved 
for the proper performance of functions on board of the ship in accordance 
with the internationally agreed criteria as set forth herein and incorporating 
prescribed standards or levels of knowledge, understanding and 
demonstrated skill. 
 



Notification/ notice means the action and effect to inform to the interested 
party (whichever being its nature, or to its attorney in fact or representative) 
a resolution or the act of procedure, that the law demands to be of its 
knowledge. The notifications/notices could be alleged or tacit, through 
edict, or in person. 
 
Engineer Officer means an officer qualified in accordance with the 
provisions of regulation III/1, III/2 or III/3 of the STCW ’78 Convention, as 
amended. 
 
Ship Security Officer means the person on board the ship, accountable to 
the master, designated by the company as responsible for the security of the 
ship, including implementation and maintenance of the ship security plan 
and liaison with the company security officer and port facility security 
officers.  
 
Deck officer means an officer qualified in accordance with the provisions 
of chapter II of the STCW’78 Convention, as amended. 
 
Electro-Technical Officer means an officer qualified in accordance with 
the provisions of regulation III/6 of the STCW’78 Convention, as amended. 
 
Officer means a member of the crew, with function and hierarchy higher 
than the ratings, other than the master, designated as such by national law 
or regulations or, in the absence of such designation, by collective 
agreement or custom. 
 
IMO means International Maritime Organization. 
 
ILO means International Labour Organization. 
 
General Operator and Restricted Operator of the Global Maritime 
Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) means an officer who has an 
appropriately qualified valid certification, recognized by the GDS, which 
complies with the provisions of the Radio Regulations, SOLAS 
Convention, and/or the Regulation IV/2 of the STCW'78 Convention, as 
amended. 
 
Recognized Organization, RO. 
 
Party means a State for which the Convention has entered into force. 
 
Seagoing Service means service on board a ship relevant to the issue or 
revalidation of a certificate or other qualification. 



 
Propulsion Power means the total maximum continuous rated output 
power, in kilowatts, of all the ship’s main propulsion machinery which 
appears on the ship’s certificate of registry or other official document. 
 
Second Engineer Officer means the engineer officer next in rank to the 
chief engineer officer and upon whom the responsibility for the mechanical 
propulsion and the operation and maintenance of the mechanical and 
electrical installations of the ship will fall in the event of the incapacity of 
the chief engineer officer. 
 
Chief Mate means the officer next in rank to the master and upon whom 
the command of the ship will fall in the event of the incapacity of the 
master. 
 
Documentary Evidence means documentation, other than a certificate of 
competency, or certificate of proficiency, used to establish that the relevant 
requirements of the STCW’78 Convention, as amended. 
 
Certificate Endorsement means an document issued by the GDS for 
masters, officers, or GMDSS Radio Operators, which attests the recognition 
of a certificate, issued in accordance with Regulation I/2 by a State Party 
that the IMO considers has given full and complete effect to the provisions 
concerning the STCW’78 Convention, as amended, after of having 
guarantee its authenticity and validity in compliance of the prescriptions of 
the STCW’78 Convention, as amended. 
 
GMDSS Radio Operator means a person who is qualified in accordance 
with the provisions of the chapter IV of the STCW’78 Convention, as 
amended. 
 
Radio Operator means a person holding an appropriate certificate issued 
or recognized by the Administration under the provisions of the Radio 
Regulations. 
 
Appellate Procedure also known as appeal, is the mean of impugning that 
is addressed to the second instance authority in order that the decision of 
the first instance authority will be revoked, clarified, modified or void. 
 
Option of Reconsideration means the mean of the ordinary appellate 
procedure that is brought with the only first or solely instance authority, in 
order that it will revoke, clarify or void its decision. 
 



Course Endorsement means the document issued to seafarers by the PMA, 
which recognizes the validity of a course certificate issued by a State Party, 
by a MTC recognized by a State Party, or by a MTC recognized by the 
GDS. 
 
Regulations means regulations contained in the annex to the STCW’78 
Convention, as amended.  
 
Review or Refresher means the method or course that has been approved 
by the GDS with the purpose of ensuring the continuity of the professional 
competency of the deck, engine and radio operator personnel in an area, 
level or specific task accordingly to the STCW’78 Convention, as amended. 
The review or refresher will apply when the certificate of the training 
course has expired after five years. This training can have a lower class load 
than the required in the respective course. The DGGM will establish the 
requirements for the review or refresher. 
 
Resolution means the administrative act, properly caused and with 
adequate legal basis that decides the merit of a petition, gives term to an 
instance or decides an incident or resource through the governmental 
channels.   Every resolution must have a number, date of issuance, name of 
the issuance authority, and a “whereas”, in which is explained the criteria 
that justifies it. In the “therefore be it resolved” part will be the resolution, 
as well as the governmental resources against it, the law basis and the 
signature of the responsible officials. 
 
Secretary-General of the IMO is the person in the position of the IMO’s 
Secretariat office. 
 
Security Duties include all security tasks and duties on board ships as 
defined by chapter XI-2 of the International Convention for the Safety of 
Life at Sea, 1974 (SOLAS), as amended, and the International Ship and 
Port Facility Security (ISPS) Code. 
 
Certificate of Competency means a certificate issued and endorsed for 
masters, officers and GMDSS radio operators in accordance with the 
provisions of chapters II, III, IV or VII of this annex and entitling the lawful 
holder thereof to serve in the capacity and perform the functions involved at 
the level of responsibility specified therein. 
 
The PMA in its consideration, can issue certificate of competency for those 
applicants that do not enter in the established categories in this resolution, 
provided that are complied with the rules of the STCW’78 Convention, as 
amended,  and the STCW Code, and the current national standards. 



 
Near-coastal voyages in accordance with the requirements of this 
resolution, near-coastal voyages, shall: 
1. The coastal voyages up to 50 nautical miles from the coast, or those 

which have inland seas, rivers or in their estuaries, or in lakes or, 
between the islands of an archipelago. 

2. Those define as near-coastal voyages by other State Parties in the 
Convention according the provisions of Regulation I/3 for the Annex of 
the STCW’78, Convention, as amended. 

 
CHAPTER II 

CERTIFICATES AND ENDORSEMENTS 
 

Article 3: Certificates to serve on board of Panama-flag vessels 
    
In order to work in Panama-flag vessel is necessary to: 
1. Be not less than 18 years of age. 
2. Be the holder of a certificate of competency, sufficiency, or 

endorsement issued by the PMA through the GDS, in compliance to the 
provisions of: this resolution, the Convention STCW’78, as amended, 
and the current and applicable national standards. 

 
The certificates and endorsements will be redacted and issued in the same 
document in Spanish language with its respective translation into English, 
as it is established in the STCW’78 Convention, as amended. 
 
The GDS will recognize through endorsement: the Certificate of 
Competency for Masters, Officers, Electro-Technical Officer, General 
Operators and GMDSS Restricted Operators, when it complies with the 
provisions of: the STCW’78, as amended, and this resolution. 
 
Seafarers can serve on board of Panama-flag vessels, for a period not less 
than three (3) months, holding the “Processing of Certificate Endorsement”, 
commonly known as Transitory Certificate (CT), issued by the GDS of the 
PMA, as an evidence that the recognition of the respective certification has 
been requested through endorsement. 
 
Every certificate, certificate endorsement, course certificate, course 
endorsement and medical certificate demanded by this resolution, in 
accordance with the STCW’78 Convention, as amended, shall be available 
on the ship in which the holder gives service on board. 
 
The crew members, who hold a capacity or position on board (for which 
neither this resolution, nor the STCW’78 Convention, as amended, 



demands of certificate), hold documents that are required by the GDS 
which will be in original on the ship in which the crew member gives 
service on board. 
 
Every holder of an endorsement or certificate shall serve in a lower position 
in which they has been empowered, but if they serves within the ship’s 
same section or department, there are not necessity of obtaining a new 
certificate or endorsement for this lower position. In this matter, it is taken 
account of the lower rank of the given services in the same ship’s positions 
on board of: the near-coastal voyages in connection with the ocean-going, 
the given in vessels of a gross tonnage of vessels of less than 3,000 (GT) 
with regard to of ships of more tonnage, and those given in ships which 
propulsion power will be lower of 3,000 kW comparing with vessels with 
higher propulsion power. 
 

Article 4: Issuance and Registry of Certificates. 
 The GDS is the AMP’s entity, legally empowered to issue or endorse the 

certificates to those mentioned in this resolution. The GDS can authorize 
other documentation officers of the PMA, for the issuance of certificates or 
endorsements to those mentioned in this resolution via official document in 
which it is stated the issuance of the certificates which are authorized and 
the time of validity of the given authorization.  Any different document 
than the original certificate, excluding those allow by law, do not have legal 
value in Panamanian-flag vessels, without detriment of the legal 
responsibilities that may ensue. 

 
 The GDS will only issue or endorse certificate for candidates will comply 

with the requirements of identity, age, physical attitude, and training, who 
have complied with the corresponding seagoing service and will be 
competent to exercise the position, function and level stated in the 
certificate they pursue, in accordance with this resolution, in compliance to 
the STCW’78 Convention, as amended. 

 
 The GDS will keep one or more electronic registries of all certificates and 

endorsements for Deck Section, Engine Section, GMDSS radio operators, 
and ratings that have been issued, revalidated, expired, suspended or void, 
cancelled, lost or destroyed, duplicated; as well as the given dispensations. 

  
 The GDS can facilitate information about the registry mentioned in the 

previous paragraph, to other parties and the companies which request the 
verification of the authenticity and validity of the certificates shown by 
seafarers. 

 



 With regard to the GMDSS radio operators, the GDS will issue a separated 
certificate in which is stated that the holder has the additional knowledge 
that the pertinent regulations prescribed. 

 
Article 5: Certificate Endorsement 

The GDS will issue a certificate endorsement, with the purpose of attesting 
its issuance, just only if all prescription of the STCW’78, as amended, are 
complied.  The certificate endorsement will be issued in a separate 
document which will be assigned with the same number of such certificate; 
with the condition of this number will be the only one. 
 
The endorsement will be due when the certificate that has been endorsed 
expires, or when it will be withdrawn, lost, suspended or void by the issuing 
Party, at any case, for not more than five (5) years after the issuance date. 

 
Article 6:  Form of Certificates and Endorsements 
 

The models of certificates and endorsements issued by the GDS will be 
adjusted to the established in the STCW’78 Convention, as amended. 

 
Article 7:  Dispensations 
    
 In circumstances of exceptional necessity, the GDS can, if in their opinion 

this does not cause danger to persons, neither property nor the environment, 
may issue a dispensation permitting a specified seafarer to serve in a 
specified ship, in a position in which the seafarer does not have a qualified 
certification. Such dispensation will be granted for a specified period not 
exceeding six (6) months in a capacity 

 
 This dispensation will be given only by the PMA if the following 

conditions are fulfilled: 
 

1. Will not be granted for the positions of radio-telegraph officer, except if 
concurred the pertinent circumstances established in the Radio 
communications Regulation. 

2. The beneficiary of the dispensation will be competent for the position 
by which the dispensation is given, because PMA’s reasoning. 

3. The dispensation shall not be granted to a master position, or chief 
engineer officer, except in circumstances of force majeure cases and 
then only for the shortest possible period. 

4. The seafarer is properly certified to fill for the immediately below that 
will be filled through dispensation. If the certification of the post below 
is not required by the Convention, the dispensation may be issued to a 



person whose qualification is a clear equivalence to the requirements 
for the post to be filled. 
 

The GDS shall, as soon as possible after 1 January of each year, send a 
report to the Secretary-General giving information of the total number of 
dispensations in respect of each capacity for which a certificate is required 
that have been issued during the year to seagoing ships, along with the 
information as the numbers of those ships above and below 1,600 gross 
register tons respectively. 

 
 

CHAPTER III 
CONTROLS 

 
Article 8:  Control by the Port State or by the Flag State 
 

The merchant ships, independently of its flag, are subject to control by the 
GDS in accordance with the Regulation I/4 and the Article X of the 
STCW’78 Convention, as amended. 
 
The inspector of the Port State control dully authorized by the GDS will 
verify the following aspects: 
1. That the ships’ crew member who are required to be certificated in 

accordance with the STCW Convention’78, as amended, hold an 
appropriate certificate or a valid dispensation, or provide documentary 
evidence that an application for an endorsement has been submitted to 
the Administration in accordance with regulation I/10, paragraph 5. 

2. That the ship’s crew member is adjusted to the minimum security 
endowment demanded for the ship, in accordance with the 
documentation issued by the Flag State’s authority of such ship: 

3. That has been organized and complied with the procedures of seagoing 
or engine watchkeeping, including the resting time. 

4. That life’s conditions on board have been duly complied, in accordance 
with the established in the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, and the 
Executive Decree No.86, of February 22nd of 2013. 

 
If the inspector had clear grounds to believe that the standards are not being 
complied, will be empowered to perform an evaluation of the ability of the 
seafarers to keep the standards concerning the watchkeeping. To do this, the 
inspector can make questions to the crew members about the emergency or 
security procedure, or asking that they perform an emergency specific 
simulacrum, or to request to any specific crew member, that performs a task 
concerning their function on board. 
 



Likewise, the inspection can be test the professional attitude to observe the 
security relative standards when ground reason exists in the not compliance 
of the aforementioned standards, because the fall into the following aspects: 

1. The ship has been involved in a collision, grounding or 
stranding. 

2. There is a discharge of substances from the ship when under 
way, at anchor or a berth which is illegal under any 
international convention. 

3. The ship has been manoeuvred in an erratic or unsafe manner 
whereby routeing measures adopted by the Organization or safe 
navigation practices and procedures have not been followed. 

4. The ship is otherwise being operated in such a manner as to 
pose a danger to persons, property, the environment, or a 
compromise to security. 

5. Some certificate has been gotten fraudulently or the holder will 
not be the person who the certificate has been issued. 

6. The ship is of a State flag that have not ratified the STCW’78 
Convention, as amended. 

7. That a master, officer or ratings, who belong to the navigational 
watch, or engine room, which certificates have been issued by a 
State Party, that has not ratified the STCW’78 Convention, as 
amended. 

 
 

CHAPTER IV 
INVESTIGATIONS 

 
Article 9:  National Provisions 

The GDS shall establish processes and procedures for the impartial 
investigation of any reported incompetency, act, omission or compromise to 
security that may pose a direct threat to safety of life or property at sea or to 
the marine environment by the holders of: 
1. Seafarers with certificates of competency or certificate of endorsements 

issued by the GDS. 
2. Medical Practitioners/Physicians that are authorized to issue medical 

certificates. 
3. Recognized Organizations (RO’s) authorized to issue certificates of 

inspection of crew accommodation (CICA). 
4. MTC approved by the GDS. 
5. Agencies of Recruitment and Placement for Seafarers which work 

overseas. 
6. Any other person who service on board, who is not considered seafarer. 
7. Agencies which process, or any other office recognized by the PMA to 

perform the certificate issuance processes. 



 
These processes and procedures of investigation will be activated with the 
purpose to determine the responsibility that can conduct to suspension, 
revoke, cancelation, or void of certificates of competencies or certificates 
endorsements, and/or the given approval. 
 
When an irregularity related with the certification of the seafarers on board 
of a Panama-flag vessel, or derived of the granted approvals is detected, the 
established procedures in the resolutions and/or corresponding regulation 
must be followed. 
 
The GDS will cooperate as far as possible with the party, which under its 
jurisdiction is found a company or a person that is suspect (with reasonable 
grounds that has been responsible), or it is known of a presumed non-
completion of the STCW’78 Convention, as amended, when this party 
communicates its purpose to starting procedures, with arrangement to its 
jurisdiction. This cooperation will be reciprocally among the GDS and the 
party which communicates that will be starting the procedure. 
 
TGDS can adopt, and apply the adequate measures to prevent fraud and 
other illegally practices related with the issued certificates and 
endorsements. 
 

CHAPTER V 
SANCTIONS 

 
Article 10:  Sanctions 

The GDS will establish the disciplinary sanctions and/ or pecuniary for the 
infraction cases to this regulation and/or the Convention STCW’78, as 
amended. 
 The GDS can sanction companies: maritime training centers, authorized 
physicians, authorized physicians, authorized representation’s offices’ 
chiefs, masters, officers, ratings and any other person who serves on board 
of registered ships in the Panamanian merchant marine, due to the 
infractions to regulations that rule seafarers, this resolution and current 
national standards. 
The GDS will imposed administrative and/or pecuniary sanctions according 
the seriousness of the situation, the character of the parties, and will take in 
consideration the recidivism or lack of it from the author, all the proven 
aggravators and attenuating during the investigations and processes, as well 
as the damages that could be caused to thirds, the danger to the safety 
navigation and the negative impact it could be caused to the administration, 
as well as any other circumstance that let established a fair sanction to the 
offenders. 



Article 11:  Types of Sanctions 
The GDS will apply the following sanctions through justified resolution: 
1. Suspension or cancelation of the certificate/endorsement or given 

authorizations. 
2. Revoke of the certificate/endorsement or given authorization. 
3. Fine. 
4. Any combination of the above. 

 
Article 12:  Implementation of the Sanctions 
   The administrative or pecuniary sanctions will be applied when: 

1. A company or a master has found a person who does not hold the 
required certificate by this resolution and/or the STCW’78 Convention, 
as amended. 

2. A master has let that a person, who does not hold the certificate, a valid 
dispensation or a documentary proof that has been processed in the 
endorsement according with this resolution and/or the STCW’78 
Convention, as amended, [has been served on board]. 

3. A person has gotten, through fraud or false document, a contract to 
perform a position or capacity which requires the corresponding duly 
certification or dispensation. 

4. A company or master that has let seafarers who serve on board, hold a 
certificate, dispensation, or documentary evidence of the process of an 
endorsement, and those ones authorize him/her to exercise a different 
position or rank he/she performs. 

5. Any other situation or case, in which the GDS considers contravene this 
resolution and the STCW’78 Convention, as amended. 

 
Article 13:  Applicable Fines 

Every person who infringe the standards of this regulation and has 
performed any of the previous described behaviors (the numerals 1 up to 4 
of the Article 12), will be subject of a fine which is from USD 10,000.00 up 
to USD 100, 000.00, in attention to the circumstances of the case, according 
the parameters established in the Article 10 of this regulation. 
 
The GDS can impose pecuniary sanctions in other cases, regardless the 
offense, depending on if it could be considered as minor offense, or of 
reasonable amending, which will never be of more than USD 10,000.00. 
 

Article 14: The GDS, with the purpose to get the sanctions and/or fines by the 
committed infractions, will submit the process of an offence before the 
Evaluator Committee of the General Directorate of Seafarers, and all the 
established procedures in the Resolution JD No.012-2005 of July 26th, of 
2005, which will be applicable provided that does not contravene the 
sanctions and standards contemplated in this regulation. 



 
CHAPTER VI 

TRAINING AND EVALUATION 
 

Article 15: The GDS shall ensure that the training and assessment of seafarers, as 
required under the Convention, are administered, supervised and monitored 
in accordance with the provisions of section A-I/6 of the STCW Code; and 
those responsible for the training and assessment of competence of 
seafarers, as required under the Convention, are appropriately qualified in 
accordance with the provisions of section A-I/6 of the STCW Code for the 
type and level of training or assessment involved. 
 
The GDS can delegate the training activity of seafarers to teaching 
institutions involved in the on board or ashore maritime training; and, it will 
guarantee the compliance of all the provisions of the STCW’78 
Convention, as amended, this resolution, the procedures, and the adopted 
directives related to: 
1. Training programs; 
2. Training evaluation; 
3. Qualification and experience of instructors and supervisors; 
4. The facilities, classrooms, including the results of the related audits, as 

required getting the standards of competency prescribed for seafarers. 
5. The quality standard systems, including the corresponding audits 

results, necessary to get the competency standards prescribed for 
seafarers. 

 
The GDS will guarantee that those persons responsible for seafarers’ 
training ashore as on board, are duly qualified for the particular type and 
level for the corresponding training, as required in the Section A of the 
STCW Code. 
 
Every person who trains at the place of employment, or on board, will 
perform just these tasks when they do not negatively affect the normal 
functioning of the ship, and can devote their time, and attention to the 
training. 
 
When the GDS proceeds to grant an approval to teaching institutions for the 
training of seafarers, on board or ashore, it will extend an official document 
of the recognition in which will be stated the information of the petitioner, 
and the parameter of the recognition, as well as the validity time of such 
approval. 

 
Article 16: Familiarization and On Board Basic Training 



 Every company which operates in the Republic of Panama’s registered 
ships, will sent written instructions to their masters, those of whom this 
resolution applies, stating the directives and the procedures that must be 
followed to guarantee that all on board new-hired crew members, have the 
opportunity of familiarization with the equipment, with the operatives 
procedures and with other on board devices that are necessary for the duly 
performance of their functions, before the functions are assigned. 

 
 Such directives will include: 

1. Assignment of a reasonable time for those new-hired crew members in 
order they can be familiarized with the specific equipment that they will 
be working or operating, procedures, and specifics means that the crew 
members must know for the suitable performance of the tasks are 
assigned in regard of watchkeeping, protection, safeness, environmental 
protection and emergencies. 

2. Designation of an officer that will verify that all the new-hired crew 
members have the opportunity of receive the necessary information in 
English and/or the official ship language. 
 

The crew-members that have not had the required level of familiarization to 
perform their functions with rapidity, will have the obligatoriness of 
communicate to their supervisor or a crew member that has been assigned 
for this purpose, and the procedures, equipment or the still unknown 
devices. 

 
CHAPTER VII 

COMMUNICATION OF INFORMATION 
 

Article 17:  Communication of Information 
 The PMA in virtue of Regulation I/7 and the article IV, shall provide the 

Secretary-General of the IMO, within the time periods prescribed and in the 
format specified in section A-I/7 of the STCW´78 Code, as amended, such 
other information as may be required by the Code on other steps taken by 
the Party to give the convention full and complete effect. 

 
CHAPTER VIII 

QUALITY STANDARDS 
 

Article 18:  Quality Standards 
 
 The GDS will guarantee that all training, assessment of competence, 

certification, including medical certification, endorsement and revalidation 
activities carried out under its authority by nongovernmental agencies or 
entities under its authority are continuously monitored through a quality 



standards system to ensure the achievement of the defined objectives, 
including those concerning the qualifications and instructors’ experience 
and evaluators; 

  
 The GDS shall also ensure that an evaluation is periodically undertaken, in 

accordance with the provisions of section A-I/8 of the STCW’78 Code, as 
amended, by qualified persons who are not themselves involved in the 
activities concerned. This evaluation shall include all changes to national 
regulations and procedures in compliance with the amendments to the 
Convention and STCW Code, with dates of entry into force later than the 
date information was communicated to the Secretary-General of the IMO. 

CHAPTER IX 
MEDICAL STANDARDS 

 
Article 19:  Medical Standards 
 
 The GDS shall establish standards of medical fitness for seafarers and 

procedures for the issued of medical certificates in accordance with the 
provisions of this regulation and of section A-I/9 of the STCW Code, with 
the purpose of ensuring that those responsible for assessing the medical 
fitness of seafarers are medical practitioners recognized by the Party for the 
purpose of seafarer medical examinations. 

  
 Every seafarer holding a certificate issued under the provisions of the 

Convention, who serves on board of Panama-flag vessel, shall also hold a 
valid medical certificate issued in accordance with the provisions of this 
regulation and of section A-I/9 of the STCW Code. 
 
Every seafarer who works on board of Panama-flag vessel, must 
demonstrate in  period no longer of two (2) years, who satisfies the 
regulations about the established physical attitude and holding a valid 
medical certificate issued by a practitioner/physician recognized by the 
GDS, to perform medical recognition to seafarers, accordingly with the 
stated by Regulation I/9 of the STCW’78 Convention and the Section A-I/9 
of the STCW Code, as amended and following the Directives of the IMO 
and the MLO, for the performing of the medical recognition of seafarers. 
 
The GDS will periodically public a list of the practitioners/physicians who 
work in the Republic of Panama, that has been recognized to perform 
medical recognitions and to issue the corresponding certification, previous 
verification of: their suitability, and of being familiarized with such aspects 
in life with seafarers that have an significantly incidence in the condition, 
health, physical aptitude, according with their respective responsibilities 
and duties on board. The recognitions of the practitioners/ physicians and 



the inspections of their respective medical facilities, will be performed 
accordingly the procedures and guides adopted by the GDS. 
 
The GDS will accept the medical certificates issued overseas, provided that 
they comply with the detailed below: 
 
1. The information required by the Regulation I/9 of the STCW’78, as 

amended, and the Section A-I/9 of the STCW Code. 
2. That the practitioner/physician, who issues the medical certificate, has 

with the expressed recognition of its respective maritime 
administration, which will be written stated in any place of the medical 
certificate. 

 
The GDS will issue a model of certificate accordingly with the minimum 
requirements established in the Section A-I/9 of the STCW Code. 
 
The GDS will oversee for the privacy right of the medical results of the 
seafarers, who have been subjected to medical recognition as condition of 
getting a certificate, or to serve on board, opening this compromise to all 
people who intervene in the realization of the recognitions or issuance of 
certificates, as in the medical and administrative services. The after 
mentioned does not constitute an impediment for the inspections to be 
periodically performed to the medical files, that stay in the medical 
facilities of the practitioners/physicians recognized by the GDS. 
 
Every seafarer that has been subject of denial of the medical certificate that 
is necessary to work on board, can request a performing of a second 
medical recognition, that will be done by another recognized 
practitioner/physician recognized by the GDS. 
 
The medical certificates will be valid for a maximum time of two (2) years, 
and the color vision test, for a maximum time of six (6) years. The medical 
certificate of seafarers, including the seal/stamp, of the 
practitioner/physician must be written in the language of the issuance 
country. If the language is different than English, the text will include a 
translation in such language. 
 
In urgent cases the PMA may issue a dispensation for a seafarer to work 
without a valid medical certificate until the next port of call in which they 
can get a recognized medical certificate, provided that: 

1. The period of such permission does not exceed three (3) 
months. 

2. The interested seafarer is in possession of an expired medical 
certificate of recent date. 



When the period of validity of a medical certificate expires in the course of 
a voyage, the medical certificate shall continue in force until the next port 
of call where the interested seafarer can get a medical certificate from a 
recognized medical practitioner/physician, provided that the period shall 
not exceed three (3) months. 
 

CHAPTER X 
RECOGNITION OF CERTIFICATES 

 
Article 20: Recognition of Certificates Issued by the Administrations of Other 

Countries Parties of the STCW’78 Convention, as amended. 
 
The PMA only will recognize certificates issued by other countries that are 
party of the STCW’78 Convention, as amended. 
 
However, the PMA reserves the right of do not endorse certificates issued 
by State Parties; or to endorse certificates that have been issued by the 
States that are not Parties, according with the Section A-I/10 of the STCW 
Code. 
 
The PMA, through the GDS, will ensure that when it is recognized through 
endorsement, according with the paragraph 7, of Regulation I/2, a 
certificate issued for a master, officer, or radio operator by the 
Administrations of other country parties of the STCW’78 Convention, as 
amended, are observed the following provisions: 
 

1. The GDS has confirmed, through an evaluation of that Party, 
which may include inspections of facilities and procedures, that 
the requirements of the Convention regarding standards of 
competence, training and certification and quality standards are 
fully complied with; and, 

2. An undertaking is agreed with the Party concerned that prompt 
notification will be given of any significant change in the 
arrangements for training and certification provided in 
compliance with the STCW’78 Convention, as amended. 
 

The PMA will disposed of the necessary to ensure that seafarers who 
present, for recognition, certificates issued under the provisions of 
regulations II/1, II/2, II/3, II/1, III/2, or III/3, II/6, and IV/2, or issued under 
Regulation VII/1 at the management an operational level, as defined in the 
STCW Code, have an appropriate knowledge of the maritime legislation of 
the Administration relevant to the functions they are permitted to perform. 
 
 



The PMA will communicate the IMO General Secretary, the given 
information, and the taken measures in virtue of this regulation, in 
accordance with the prescribed in the Regulation I/7. 
 
The GDS will verify the authenticity and validity of the certificate, 
consulting with the respective Administration that issued it.  When the GDS 
issues the recognition, will issue an endorsement of certificate according 
with the corresponding model, for the same validity period of time of the 
issued certificate by the other Administration, and it will be never lasts 
more than five (5) years, from its issuance’ date. 
 
The GDS for disciplinary reasons and/or offenses to the STCW’78 
Convention, as amended, and its STCW Code, and other current national 
standards, can suspend or cancel at any moment the recognition given to a 
certificate, sending notification to the holder and to the issuance’ Maritime 
Authority of the certificate given for the recognition, according with the 
established in the Chapter IV of Sanctions. 
 
The GDS can issue a Transitory Certificate (CT) as documentary evidence, 
as a provision of the stated in the paragraph I of the Regulation I/10 of the 
Convention, to let that the seafarers gives service during a period no longer 
of three (3) months on board of a Panama-flag vessel, if they have a suitable 
and valid certificate, issued according with the prescribed by the other 
Party, but it cannot be issued in such way that it enables for the given of 
services on board of Panama-flag vessels. 
 
The Transitory Certificate (CT), documentary evidence, will be easily 
accessible on board as a proof that has been shown in the General 
Directorate of Seafarers. 
 
Certificates and endorsements issued by the GDS under the provisions of 
this regulation in recognition of, or attesting the recognition of, a certificate 
issued by another Party shall not be used as the basis for further recognition 
by another Administration. 

 
Article 21: Revalidation of certificates 

 
1. Every master, officer and radio operator holding a certificate issued or 

recognized by the GDS, under any chapter of the Convention other than 
chapter VI, who is serving at sea or intends to return to sea after a 
period ashore, shall, in order to continue to qualify for seagoing service, 
be required, at intervals not exceeding five years, to: 

1. Meet the standards of medical fitness prescribed by regulation 
I/9; and 



2. Demonstrate continued professional competence in accordance 
with section A-I/11 of the STCW Code. 

2. Every master, officer and radio operator shall, for continuing seagoing 
service on board ships for which special training requirements have been 
internationally agreed upon, successfully complete approved relevant 
training. 
3. Every master and officer shall, for continuing seagoing service on board 
tankers, meet the requirements in paragraph 1 of Regulation I/11, and be 
required, at intervals not exceeding five (5) years, to establish continued 
professional competence for tankers in accordance with section A-I/11, 
paragraph 3 of the STCW Code. 
4. Each Party shall compare the standards of competence which it required 
of candidates for certificates issued before 1 January 2017 with those 
specified for the appropriate certificate in part A  of the STCW Code, and 
shall determine the need for requiring the holders of such certificates to 
undergo appropriate refresher and updating training or assessment. 
5. The Party shall, in consultation with those concerned, formulate or 
promote the formulation of a structure of refresher and updating courses as 
provided for in section A-I/11 of the STCW Code. 
6. For the purpose of updating the knowledge of masters, officers, and radio 
operator, the GDS shall ensure that the texts of recent changes in national 
and international regulations concerning the safety of life at sea, security 
and the protection of the marine environment are made available to ships 
entitled to fly its flag. 
 

Article 22: Professional Competency 
 
1. Every seafarer that has get their certificate from the GDS and request 

its revalidation, shall credit the continuity of the professional 
competency stated in the Regulation I/11 before the GDS, 
demonstrating proof that has been complied at least one of the 
following conditions: 
1.1.  Approved seagoing service, performing, functions appropriate to 

the certificate held, for a period of at least: 
1.1.1. Twelve (12) months in total during the preceding five (5) 

years, or 
1.1.2. Three (3) months in total during the preceding six (6) 

months immediately prior to revalidating; or 
1.2. Passing an approved test; or 
1.3. Successfully completing an approved training course or courses; or 
1.4. Having completed approved seagoing service, performing functions 

appropriate to the certificate held, for a period of not less than three 
months in a supernumerary capacity, or in a lower officer rank than 



that for which the certificate held is valid immediately prior to 
taking up the rank for which it is valid. 

2. The refresher and updating courses required by Regulation I/11 of 
the Convention shall be approved by the GDS, and include changes in 
relevant national and international regulations concerning the safety of life 
at sea, security and the protection of the marine environment. 
3. Continued professional competence for tankers as required under 
Regulation I/11 of paragraph of the Convention, shall be established by: 

3.1.  Approved seagoing service, performing duties appropriate to the 
tanker certificate or endorsement held, for a period of at least three 
months in total during the preceding five (5) years; or 

3.2. Successfully completing an approved relevant training course or 
courses.  

 
 

CHAPTER XI 
SIMULATORS 

 
Article 23:  Simulators 

 
The GDS shall guarantee that the performance standards and other 
provisions that have set forth in section A-I/12 and such other requirements 
as are prescribed in part A of the STCW Code, including the qualification 
of the instructors and evaluators, for any certificate concerned shall be 
complied with in respect of: 

1. All mandatory simulator-based training; 
2. Any assessment of competency required by part A of the 

STCW Code which is carried out by means of a simulator; and 
3. Any demonstration, by means of a simulator, of continued 

proficiency required by part A of the STCW Code. 
 
 

CHAPTER XII 
CONDUCT OF TRIALS 

 
Article 24:  Conduct of Trials 

 
The standards of the STCW’78 Convention, as amended, and this resolution 
shall not prevent the PMA from authorizing ships entitled to fly its flag to 
participate in trials. 
 
For the purposes of this regulation the term trial means an experiment or 
series of experiments, conducted over a limited period, which may involve 
the use of automated or integrated systems in order to evaluate alternative 



methods of performing specific duties or satisfying particular arrangements 
prescribed by the STCW’78 Convention, as amended, which would provide 
at least the same degree of safety, security and pollution prevention as 
provided by the STCW’78 Convention, as amended. 
 
When the AMP authorizes the ships to participate in trials shall be satisfied 
that such trials are conducted in a manner that provides at least the same 
degree of safety, security and pollution prevention as provided by the 
STCW’78 Convention, as amended. Details of such trials shall be reported 
to the IMO as early as practicable but not less than six (6) months before 
the date on which the trials are scheduled to commence. The IMO shall 
circulate such details to all Parties. 
 
The results of trials authorized under Regulation I/13 and any 
recommendations the PMA may have regarding those results, shall be 
reported to the IMO, which shall circulate such results and 
recommendations to all Parties. 
 

Article 25:  Company’s Responsibility 
 
Companies will be responsible for the assignment of seafarers for service 
on their ships in accordance with the provisions of the present Convention, 
and shall require every such company to ensure that: 
 
1. Every seafarer assigned to any of their ships holds an appropriate 

certificate in accordance with the provisions of the Convention and as 
established by the PMA; 

2. Their ships are manned in compliance with the applicable safe manning 
requirements of the PMA; 

3. Seafarers assigned to any of their ships have received the adequate 
refresher and updating training as required by the STCW’78 
Convention, as amended. 

4. Documentation and relevant data to all seafarers employed on their 
ships are maintained and readily, accessible, and include, without being 
limited to, documentation and data on their experience, training, 
medical fitness and competency in assigned duties; 

5. Seafarers, on being assigned to any of its ships, are familiarized with 
their specific duties and with all ship arrangements, installations, 
equipment, procedures and ship characteristics that are relevant to their 
routing or emergency duties: 

6. The ship’s crew can effectively coordinate their activities in an 
emergency situation an in performing functions vital for safety, security 
and for the prevention or mitigation of pollution; and 



7. At all times on board their ships there shall be effective oral 
communication in accordance with chapter V, regulation 14, paragraphs 
3 and 4 of the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 
1974 (SOLAS), as amended, particularly concerning the usage on board 
of the English language. 

8. Has been implemented the International Safety Management Code 
(ISM Code) concerning the topics relating the STCW’78 Convention, 
as amended, and oversee that the crew members properly understand 
the management system up to the level they are involved, and they 
count with the appropriate training for its implementation; and 

9. Every crew members have access to the PMA’s maritime legislation. 
 

The company shall provide written instructions to the master of their ships,  
setting forth the policies and the procedures to be followed to ensure that all 
seafarers who are newly employed on board the ship are given a reasonable 
opportunity to become familiar with the shipboard equipment, operating 
procedures and other arrangements needed for the proper performance of 
their duties, before being assigned to those duties. 

 
CHAPTER XIII 

REQUIREMENTS TO SAIL IN INTERNATIONAL JURISDICTION WATERS 
 

Article 26:  Administrative Requirements 
 
The GDS shall establish the procedure and the administrative and technical 
requirements that every applicants must comply to hold the certificate with 
the capacity/rank/position that apply through the requirements for the 
issuance of certificates, endorse of certificates, renewal of certificate, 
course endorsements and duplicates, corrections and upgrading according 
with the STCW’78 Convention, as amended. 
 

Article 27:  Deck Department Certificates 
 
The mandatory minimum requirements for certification of personal of the 
Deck Department depending on the capacity, according with the STCW’78 
Convention, as amended, are: 
 
General requirements applicable to the master certification 
 
Every master on seagoing ship of 3,000 gross tonnage or more shall: 

1. Meet the requirements for certification as an officer in charge 
of a navigational watch on ships of 500 gross tonnage or more, 
and have approved seagoing service in that capacity for 
certification as a master, not less than 36 months; however, this 



period may be reduced to not less than 24 months if not less 
than 12 months of such seagoing service has been served as 
chief mate. The PMA shall establish the seagoing period as 
requirement for this charge. 

2. Have completed approved education and training and meet the 
standard of competence specified in section A-II/2 of the 
STCW Code for masters and chief mates on ships of 3,000 
gross tonnage or more; and 

3. Satisfy the established administrative and technical 
requirements by the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed 
to demand the competencies that the STCW Code demands. 

 
Every master on seagoing ship of between 500 and 3,000 gross tonnage 
or more shall: 

1. Meet the requirements of an officer in charge of a navigational 
watch on ships of 500 gross tonnage or more; and have 
complied with a seagoing service of not less than 36 months in 
that capacity; however this period may be reduced to not less 
than 24 months if not less than 12 months of such seagoing 
service has been served as chief mate; and the PMA can 
establish the seagoing time as requirement for this position; 

2. Have completed approved training and meet the standard of 
competence specified in section A-II/2 of the STCW Code for 
masters and chief mates on ships of between 500 and 3,000 
gross tonnage; and 

3. Satisfy the established administrative and technical 
requirements by the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed 
to demand the competencies that the STCW Code demands. 

 
Every master on seagoing ship of between 500 and 3,000 gross tonnage 
or more shall hold a certificate of competency: 

    
   Ships not engaged on near-coastal voyages shall: 

1. Every master serving on a seagoing ship shall hold a certificate of 
competency for service as master on ships of between 500 and 3,000 
gross tonnage. 

2. Satisfy the administrative and technical requirements established by the 
GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 

 
Ships not engaged on near-coastal voyages shall: 
 
1. Be not less than 20 years of age; 



2. Have completed special a period of appropriate seagoing service not 
less than 12 months as officer in charge of the navigational watch;  

3. Have completed approved training and meet the standard of 
competence specified in section A-II/3 of the STCW Code for officers 
in charge of a navigational watch on ships of less than 500 gross 
tonnage engaged on near-coastal voyages; 

4. Meet the standard of competence specified in section A-VI/1, paragraph 
2, section A-VI/2, paragraphs 1 to 4, section A-VI/3, paragraphs 1 to 4 
section A-VI/4 paragraphs 1 to 3 of the STCW Code. 

5. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 
GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competences 
that the STCW Code demands. 

General Requirements Applicable to the Certification of Competency 
of Chief Mate on Ships: 
 
Every chief mate of ships of maritime navigational of ships of 3,000 
tonnage or more shall: 
1. Meet the requirements for certification as an officer in charge of a 

navigational watch on ships of 3000 gross tonnage or more and have 
complied seagoing service not less than 12 months in that capacity; 

2. Have completed approved education and training and meet the standard 
of competence specified in section A-II/2 of the STCW Code for 
masters and chief mates on ships of 3,000 gross tonnage or more. 

3. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 
GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 

 
Every Master and Chief Mate on ships of between 500 and 3,000 gross 
tonnage shall: 
 
1. Have completed approved education and training and meet the standard 

of competence specified in section A-II/2 of the STCW Code for 
masters and chief mates on ships of between 500 and 3,000 gross 
tonnage or more. 

2. Meet the requirements of an officer in charge of a navigational watch 
on ships of 500 gross tonnage or more; 

3. Have completed approved seagoing service not less than 12 months. 
4. Satisfy the administrative and technical requirements established by the 

GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 
 

Mandatory General Requirements for Certification of Officers in 
charge of a Navigational Watch  
 



Every officer in charge of a navigational watch on a seagoing ship of 
less than 500 gross tonnage shall: 
 
1. Be not less than 18 years of age; 
2. Have completed approved seagoing service in the deck department of 

not less than 12 months, as part of approved training program, 
including the training on board. This training must satisfy the 
requirements of the Section A-II/1 of the STCW Code and be 
documented in a record book of approved training. The PMA can 
establish the seagoing period as a requirement for this capacity; 

3. Have completed, during the demanded seagoing period, duties of 
navigational watch under the supervision of the master or of a qualified 
officer during a period of not less than six (6) months; 

4. Meet the applicable requirements of the regulations in chapter IV, as 
appropriate, for performing designated radio duties in accordance with 
the Radio Regulations; 

5. Have completed approved education and training and meet the standard 
of competence specified in section A-II/3 of the STCW Code; 

6. Meet the standard of competence specified in section A-VI/1, paragraph 
2, section A-VI/2, paragraphs 1 to 4, section A-VI/3, paragraphs 1 to 4 
and section A-VI/4, paragraphs 1 to 3 of the STCW Code; and 

7. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 
GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 

 
Every Officer in charge of a navigational watch on a seagoing ship of 
less than 500 gross tonnage shall hold a certificate of competency: 
 
On ships not engaged on near-coastal voyages shall: 
 
1.  Hold a certificate of competency for service as an officer in charge of 

navigational watch for ships of 500 gross tonnage or more. 
2. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 

GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 

 
Ships engaged on near-coastal voyages shall: 
 
1. Be not less than 18 years of age; 
2. Have completed special training, including an adequate period of 

appropriate seagoing service as required by the GDS. The PMA shall 
establish the seagoing period as requirement for this position. 

3. Have completed approved training and meet the standard of 
competence specified in section A-II/3 of the STCW Code for officers 



in charge of a navigational watch on ships of less than 500 gross 
tonnage engaged on near-coastal voyages; 

4. Meet the applicable requirements of the regulations in chapter IV, as 
appropriate, for performing designated radio duties in accordance with 
the radio Regulations; 

5. Meet the standard of competence specified in section A-VI/1, paragraph 
2, section A-VI/2, paragraphs 1 to 4, section A-VI/3, paragraphs 1 to 4 
and section A-VI/4, paragraphs 1 to 3 of the STCW Code. 

6. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 
GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 

Mandatory general requirements for certification of ratings forming 
part of a navigational watch on seagoing ship of 500 gross tonnage or 
more. 
 
Every candidate for certification shall: 
1. Be not less than 18 years of age; 
2. Have completed not less than six (6) months of experience on board in 

position as rating. 
3. Have received special training, either pre-sea or on board ship, 

including an approved period of seagoing service which shall not be 
less than two (2) months; 

4. Meet the standard of competence specified in section A-II/4 of the 
STCW Code, or show a certification of completion of academic studies 
for the candidates to officers in charge of the navigational watch, and a 
candidate’s minimum experience of four (4) months in national waters 
and two (2) in international waters; and 

5. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 
GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 

 
General mandatory requirements for certification of competence of 
ratings as able seafarer deck on a ship of 500 gross tonnage or more. 
 
Every candidate for certification shall: 
1. Be not less than 18 years of age. 
2. Meet the requirements for certification as a rating forming part of a 

navigational watch on a ship of 500 gross tonnage or more. 
3. Have approved seagoing service in the deck department of not less than 

18 months, or not less than 12 months and have completed approved 
training; 

4. Have been trained specified in section A-II/5. 



5. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 
GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 

 
Article 28:  Certificate of the Engine Department 
 

Mandatory minimum requirements for certification of the personnel of the 
engine department depending on the position according with the STCW’78 
Convention, as amended, are as follow: 
 
General mandatory requirements for certification of chief engineer 
officers  
Every chief engineer officer on a seagoing ship powered by main 
propulsion machinery of 3,000 kW propulsion power shall: 
 
1.  Meet the requirements for certification as an officer in charge of an 

engineering watch on seagoing ships powered by main propulsion 
machinery of 750kW propulsion power or more; 

2. Have approved seagoing service in that capacity, not less than 36 
months; however, this period may be reduced to not less than 24 
months if not less than 12 months of such seagoing service has been 
served as second engineer officer; 

3. Have completed approved education and training and meet the standard 
of competence specified in section A-III/2 of the STCW Code; and 

4. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 
GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 

 
Every chief engineer officer and second engineer officer on a seagoing 
ship powered by main propulsion machinery of between 750kW and 
3,000kW shall: 
 
1. Meet the requirements for a certification as an officer in charge of an 

engineering watch; 
2. Have not less than 24 months of approved seagoing service of which 

not less than 12 months shall be served while qualified to serve as 
second engineer officer; 

3. Have completed approved education and training and meet the standard 
of competence specified in section A-III/3 of the STCW Code; and 

4. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 
GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 

 
General mandatory requirements for second engineer officers 



 
Every second engineer officer on a seagoing ship powered by main 
propulsion machinery of 3,000kW propulsion power shall: 
 
1. Meet the requirements for certification as an officer in charge of an 

engineering watch on seagoing ships powered by main propulsion 
machinery of 750 kW propulsion power or more; 

2. Have approved seagoing service in that capacity not less than 12 
months as qualified engineer officer; and 

3. Have completed approved education and training and meet the standard 
of competence specified in section A-III/2 of the STCW Code. 

4. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 
GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 
 

Every chief engineer officer on a seagoing ship powered by main 
propulsion machinery of between 750 kW and 3,000 kW shall: 

 
1. Meet the requirements for certification as an officer in charge of an 

engineering watch; 
2. Have serve as assistant of engineer officer or engineer officer during an 

approved seagoing service time of which not less than 12 months. The 
GDS can rule the seagoing service time of the assistant of engineer 
officer. 

3. Have completed approved education and training and meet the standard 
of competence specified in section III/3 of the STCW Code; 

4. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 
GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 

Every engineer officer who is qualified to serve as second chief engineer 
officer on ships powered by main propulsion machinery of 3,000 kW 
propulsion power or more may serve as chief engineer officer on ships 
powered by main propulsion machinery of less than 3,000 kW propulsion 
power. 
 
General mandatory requirements for certification of officers in charge 
of an engineering watch in a manned engine-room 
 
Every officer in charge of an engineering watch in a manned engine-
room or designated duty engineer officer in a periodically unmanned 
engine-room on a seagoing ship powered by main propulsion 
machinery of 750 kW propulsion power or more shall hold a certificate 
of competency shall: 
1. Be not less than 18 years of age; 



2. Have completed combined workshop skills training and an approved 
seagoing service of not less than 12 months as part of an approved 
training program which includes on board training that meets the 
requirements of Section A-III/1 of the STCW Code and is documented 
in an approved training record book, or otherwise have completed 
combined workshop skills training and an approved seagoing service of 
not less than 36 months of which not less than 30 months shall be 
seagoing service in the engine department; the GDS may regulate the 
seagoing service time for this capacity. 

3. Have performed, during the required seagoing service, engine-room 
watchkeeping duties under the supervision of the chief engineer officer 
or a qualified engineer officer for a period of not less than six (6) 
months; 

4. Have completed approved education and training and meet the standard 
of competence specified in section A-III/1 of the STCW  Code; 

5. Meet the standard of competencies specified in section A-VI/1, 
paragraph 2, section A-VI/2 paragraphs 1 to 4, section A-VI/3 
paragraphs 1 o 4 and section A-VI/4, paragraphs 1 to 3 of the STCW 
Code. 

6. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 
GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 

 
General Mandatory requirements for certification of electro-technical 
officers 
 
Every electro-technical officer serving on a seagoing ship powered by 
main propulsion machinery of 750 kW or more shall: 
 
1. Be not less than 18 years of age. 
2. Have completed not less than 12 months of combined workshop skills 

training and approved seagoing service of which not less than 6 months 
shall be seagoing service as part of an approved training program which 
meets the requirements of section A-III/6 of the STCW Code and is 
documented in an approved training record book, or otherwise not less 
than 36 months of combined workshop skills training and approved 
seagoing service of which not less than 30 months shall be seagoing 
service in the engine department. The GDS may regulate with the 
seagoing period for this capacity. 

3. Have completed approved education and training and meet the standard 
of competence specified in section A-III/66 of the STCW Code; 

4. Meet the standard of competence specified in section A-VI/1, paragraph 
2, section A-VI/2, paragraphs 1 to 4, section A-VI/3, paragraphs 1 to 4 
and section A-VI/4, paragraphs 1 to 3 of the STCW Code; and 



5. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 
GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 
 

Seafarers may be considered by the GDS to have met the requirements of 
the regulation A-III/6 if they have served in a relevant capacity on board a 
ship for a period of not less than 12 months within the last 60 months 
preceding the entry into force of the regulation III/6 for that Party and meet 
the standard of competence specified in section A-III/6 of the STCW Code. 
 
A suitable qualified person may be considered by the GDS to be able to 
perform certain functions of section A-III/6. 
 
Mandatory minimum requirements for certification of ratings forming 
part of a watch in a manned engine-room or designated to perform 
duties in a periodically unmanned engine-room 
 
Every rating forming part of in a manned engine-room watch or 
designated to perform duties in a periodically unmanned engine-room 
on a seagoing ship powered by propulsion machinery of 750 kW shall:  
 
1. Be not less than 18 years of age; 
2. Have completed approved seagoing service including not less than six 

months of training and experience, or special training, either pre-sea or 
on board ship, including an approved period of seagoing service which 
shall not be less than two months;  

3. Meet the standard of competence specified in section A-III/4 of the 
STCW Code; or show the certification of completion of academic 
studies for candidates for officers in charge of the watch in engine-
room and a minimum experience of the candidate of four months in 
national waters, and of two months in international waters. 

4. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 
GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 

 
Mandatory minimum requirements for certification of ratings as able 
seafarer engine  
 
Every able seafarer engine in a manned engine-room or designated to 
perform duties in a periodically unmanned engine-room shall: 
 
1. Be not less than 18 years of age; 



2. Meet the requirements for certification as a rating forming part of a 
watch in a manned engine-room or designated to perform duties in a 
periodically unmanned engine-room; 

3. Have approved seagoing service to serve as a rating forming part of an 
engineering watch not less than 12 months, or not less than 6 months 
and have completed approved training; 

4. Meet the standard of competence specified in section A-III/5 of the 
STCW Code. 

5. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 
GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 
 

Mandatory general requirements for certification of electro-technical 
ratings 
 
Every electro-technical rating serving on a seagoing ship powered by 
main propulsion machinery of 750 kW or more propulsion power or 
more shall: 
 
1. Be not less than 18 years of age; 
2. Have: 

2.1.  Completed approved seagoing service including not less than 
12 months  training and experience, or 

2.2.  Completed approved training, including an approved period of 
seagoing service  which shall not be less than 6 months, or 

2.3.  Qualifications that meet the technical competences in table A-
III/7 and an approved period of seagoing service, which shall 
not be less than 3 months; and 

 
3. Meet the standard of competence specified in section A-III/7 of the 

STCW Code. 
4. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 

GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 

 
Article 29: Certificates for Radiocommunication and radio operators. 
 

Mandatory minimum requirements for radio-communication and radio 
operators depending on the capacity according the STCW’78 Convention, 
as amended: 

   
Every candidate for certification of competency of GMDSS radio operators 
shall: 
 



1. Be not less than 18 years of age; 
2. Have completed approved education and training and meet the standard 

of competence specified in section A-IV/2 of the STCW Code. 
3. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 

GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 

 
Article 30:  Certificates for personnel of tanker and passenger ships 
    

The GDS shall ensure that a certificate of proficiency is issued to seafarers, 
who are qualified in accordance with paragraphs 2, 4 or 6 of Regulation 
V/I-1 and/or the paragraphs 2 or 4 of Regulation V/I-2. 
 
Every seafarer, according the kind of ship is on board, will required the 
recognition of such certificates of courses of the Regulation V/I-1 and V/1-
2 of the STCW’78. The recognition will be performed through endorsement 
in the document form that has been approved by the GDS, for applicant’s 
request or for the shipping company’s request, according with the 
Regulation I/10 of the annex of the STCW Convention and the section A-
I/10 of the STCW’78 Code; to do, it will be issued the respective certificate 
of proficiency applicable to the Regulation V/1-1 and the V/1-2 of the 
annex of the STCW Convention, 1978, as amended. 
 
The GDS will issue a certificate of proficiency of the Regulation V/1-1 and 
V/1-2 for seafarers that have been overcome the required training, 
according is stated below: 
 
Basic training for oil and chemical tanker cargo operations 
Officers and ratings assigned specific duties and responsibilities related to 
cargo or cargo equipment on oil or chemical tankers shall hold a certificate 
in basic training for oil and chemical tanker cargo operations. 
 
Every candidate for a certificate shall have completed: 
 
1. At least three months of approved seagoing service on oil or chemical 

tankers and meet the standard of competence specified in section A-
V/1-1, paragraph 1 of the STCW Code; or 

2. An approved basic training for oil and chemical tanker cargo operations 
and meet the standard of competence specified in section A-V/1-1, 
paragraph 1 of the STCW Code. 

3. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 
GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 

This certificate of proficiency shall be validated every five (5) years. 



 
Advanced training for oil tanker cargo operations 
Masters, chief engineer officers, chief mates, second engineer officers and 
any person with immediate responsibility for loading, discharging, caring 
during the transit, handling of cargo, tank cleaning or other cargo-related 
operations on oil tankers shall hold a certificate in advanced training for oil 
tanker cargo operations. 
Every candidate for a certificate in advanced training for oil tanker cargo 
operations shall: 
1. Meet the requirements for certification in basic training for oil and 

chemical tanker cargo operations;  
2. Have at least three months of approved seagoing service on oil tankers; 

or have at least one month of approved on board training on oil tankers, 
in a supernumerary capacity, which includes at least three loading and 
three unloading operations and is documented in an approved training 
record book taking into account guidance in section B-V/1; 

3. Have completed approved advanced training for oil tanker cargo 
operations and meet the standard of competence specified in section A-
V1-1, paragraph 2 of the STCW Code. 

4. And, meet the administrative and technical requirements established by 
the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the 
competencies that the STCW Code demands. 

This certificate of proficiency shall be validated every five (5) years. 
 
Advanced training for chemical tanker cargo operations 
 
Masters, chief engineer officers, and any person with immediate 
responsibility for loading, discharging, care in transit, handling of cargo, 
tank cleaning or other cargo-related operations on chemical tankers shall 
hold a certificate in advanced training for chemical tanker cargo operations. 
 
Every candidate for a certificate in advanced training for chemical tanker 
cargo operations shall: 
1. Meet the requirements for certification in basic training for oil and 

chemical tanker cargo operations; 
2. Have at least three months of approved seagoing service on chemical 

tankers; or have at least one month of approved on board training on 
chemical tankers, in a supernumerary capacity, which includes at least 
three loading and three unloading operations and is documented in an 
approved training record book taking into account guidance in section 
B-V/1; 

3. Have completed approved advanced training for chemical tanker cargo 
operations and meet the standard of competence specified in section A-
V/1-1, paragraph 3 of the STCW Code; and 



4. And, meet the administrative and technical requirements established by 
the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the 
competencies that the STCW Code demands. 

This certificate of proficiency shall be validated every five (5) years. 
 
Basic training for liquefied gas tanker cargo operations 
Officers and ratings assigned specific duties and responsibilities related to 
cargo or cargo equipment on liquefied gas tankers shall hold a certificate in 
basic training for liquefied gas tanker cargo operations. 
Every candidate for a certificate in basic training for liquefied gas tanker 
cargo operations shall have completed: 
1. At least three months of approved seagoing service on liquefied gas 

tankers and meet the standard of competence specified in section A-
V/1-2, paragraph 1 of the STCW Code; or 

2. Have completed an approved basic training for liquefied gas tanker 
cargo operations and meet the standard of competence specified in 
section A-V/1-2, paragraph 1 of the STCW Code; and 

3. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 
GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 

This certificate of proficiency shall be validated every five (5) years. 
 
Advanced training for liquefied gas tanker cargo operations 
 
Masters, chief engineer officers, chief mates, second engineer officers and 
any person with immediate responsibility of loading, discharging, care in 
transit, handling of cargo, tank cleaning or other cargo-related operations on 
liquefied gas tankers shall hold a certificate in advanced training for 
liquefied gas tanker cargo operations 
 
Every candidate for a certificate in advanced training for liquefied gas 
tanker cargo operations shall: 
 
1.  Meet the requirements for certification in basic training for liquefied 

gas tanker cargo operations; 
2. Have at least three months of approved seagoing service on liquefied 

gas tankers; or at least one months of approved on board training on 
liquefied gas tankers, in a supernumerary capacity, which includes at 
least three loading and three unloading operations and is documented in 
an approved training record book taking into account guidance in 
section B-V/1; 

3. Have completed approved advanced training for liquefied gas tanker 
cargo operations and meet the standard of competence specified in 
section A-V/1-2, paragraph 2 of the STCW Code. 



4. And, meet the administrative and technical requirements established by 
the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the 
competencies that the STCW Code demands. 

This certificate of proficiency shall be validated every five (5) years. 
 
Passenger Ships 
 
The GDS will ensure that are issued the documentary evidence regarding 
the training received by every person considered qualified according with 
the provisions of Regulation V/2. 
 
Masters, officers and other personnel designated on muster lists to assist 
passengers in emergency situations on board passenger ships shall have 
completed training in crowd management as specified in section A-V/2, 
paragraph 1 of the STCW Code. 
 
Personnel providing direct service to passengers in passenger spaces on 
board passenger ships shall have completed the safety training specified in 
section A-V/2, paragraph 2 of the STCW Code. 
 
Masters, chief engineer officers, chief mates, second engineer officers and 
any person designated on muster lists as having responsibility for the safety 
of passengers in emergency situations on board passenger ships shall have 
completed approved training in crisis management an human behavior as 
specified in section A-V/2, paragraph 3 of the STCW Code. 
 
Masters, chief engineer officers, chief mates, second engineer officers and 
every person assigned immediate responsibility for embarking and 
disembarking passengers, loading, discharging or securing cargo, or closing 
hull openings on board ro-ro passenger ships shall have completed 
approved training in passenger safety, cargo safety and hull integrity as 
specified in section A-V/2, paragraph 4 of the STCW Code. 
 
Seafarers who are required to be trained in accordance with paragraphs 4, 6 
and 7 of Regulation V/2, at intervals not exceeding five years, undertake 
appropriate refresher training or be required to provide evidence of having 
achieved the required standard of competence within the previous five 
years. 

Article 31: Certificates for exercising emergency, occupational safety, security, 
medical care and survival functions  
 
Safety basic training for all seafarers 
 



Every seafarer shall receive safety familiarization and basic training in 
security aspects in accordance with the stated in the following paragraphs: 
 
1. Familiarization in security aspects: before being assigned to 

shipboard duties, all persons employed or engaged on a seagoing ship, 
other than passengers, shall receive approved familiarization training in 
personal survival techniques, regarding the specific ship in which will 
be served on board, that has at least the minimum training requirements 
held in the Section A-VI/1, paragraph 1 of the STCW Code. The master 
of the ship, or the officer he assigned, will oversee this training of 
familiarization and will have a dated record of all the people that have 
satisfactorily received. 

2. Basic Training: Seafarers employed or engaged in any capacity on 
board ship on the business of that ship as part of the ship’s complement 
with designated safety or pollution- prevention duties in the operation 
of the ship shall, before being assigned to any shipboard duties: 
Receive appropriate approved basic training in: 

2.1. Personal survival techniques which hold the standards of 
established competencies in table A-VI/1-4: 

2.2. Fire prevention and firefighting which hold the standards of 
established competencies in table A-VI/1-2; 

2.3. Elementary first aid which holds the standards of established 
competencies in table A-VI/1-3; and 

2.4. Personal safety and social responsibilities which hold the 
standards of established competencies in table A-VI/1-4; 

3. Be required to provide evidence of having achieved the required 
standard of competence to undertake the tasks, duties and 
responsibilities listed in column 1 of tables A-VI/1-1, A-VI/1-2, A-
VI/1-3 and A-VI/1-4 of the STCW Code through: the demonstration 
methods and evaluation of the competence tabulated in columns 3 and 
4 of those tables; and examination or continuous assessment as part of 
an approved training program in the subjects listed in column 2 of 
those tables. 

4. Seafarers qualified in accordance with paragraph 2 in basic training 
shall be required by the GDS, every five years, to provide evidence of 
having maintained the demanded standard of competence. 
 

Article 32: Certificates of proficiency in survival craft, rescue boats and fast rescue boats 
    

The GDS will issue a certificate of proficiency, for the Regulation V/2 of 
seafarers, according with: 
Proficiency in survival craft and rescue boats other than fast rescue 
boats 



Every candidate for a certificate of proficiency in survival craft and rescue 
boats other than fast rescue boats shall: 
1. Be not less than 18 years of age; 
2. Have approved seagoing service of not less than 12 months or have 

attended an approved training course and have approved seagoing 
service of not less than six months; 

3. Meet the standard of competence for certificates of proficiency in fast 
rescue boats, set out in section A-VI/2, paragraphs 1 to 4 of the STCW 
Code 

4. And, meet the administrative and technical requirements established by 
the GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the 
competencies that the STCW Code demands. 

This certificate of proficiency shall be validated every five (5) years. 
Proficiency in fast rescue boats 
Every candidate for a certificate of proficiency in fast rescue boats shall: 
1. Be the holder of a certificate of proficiency in survival craft and rescue 

boats other than fast rescue boats; 
2. Have attended an approved training course; and 
3. Meet the standard of competence for certificates of proficiency in fast 

rescue boats, set out in section A-VI/2, paragraphs 7 to 10 of the STCW 
Code 

4. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 
GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 

This certificate of proficiency shall be validated every five (5) years. 
 
Article 33:  Certificate and Training in advanced fire fighting 
 

When training in advanced firefighting is not included in the qualifications 
for the certificate to be issued, a certificate of proficiency shall be issued by 
the GDS, indicating that the holder has attended a course of training 
according the provisions of the Section A-VI/3 of the STCW Code. 
 
Every candidate for a certificate of proficiency in advanced firefighting 
shall: 
1. Have completed advanced training in techniques for fighting fire, with 

particular emphasis on organization, tactics and command, in 
accordance with the provisions of section A-VI/3, paragraphs 1 to 4 of 
the STCW Code;  

2. Meet the standards of competence specified there in; and 
3. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 

GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 

This certificate of proficiency shall be validated every five (5) years. 



 
Article 34:                 Certificate of proficiency relating to medical first aid and medical care on 

board 
 
Where training in medical first aid or medical care is not included in the 
qualifications for the certificate to be issued, a certificate of proficiency 
shall be issued by the GDS, indicating that the holder has attended a course 
of training specified in section A-VI/4 of the STCW Code. 
Every candidate for a certificate of proficiency relating to medical first aid 
shall: 
1. Meet the standard of competence in medical first aid specified in 

section A-VI/4, paragraphs 1 to 3 in section A-VI/4 of the STCW Code; 
and 

2. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 
GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 

This certificate of proficiency shall be validated every five (5) years. 
 
Every candidate for a certificate of proficiency relating to medical care on 
board shall: 
1. Meet the standard of competence in medical care on board ships 

specified in section A-VI/4, paragraphs 4 to 6 of the STCW Code. 
2. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 

GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 

This certificate of proficiency shall be validated every five (5) years. 
  

Article 35:  Certificates of proficiency and training for ship security officers 
 

 
Every person found qualified under the provisions for the regulation V/5 is 
issued by the GDS with a certificate of proficiency. 
 
Every candidate for a certificate of proficiency as ship security officer shall: 
 
1. Have approved seagoing service of not less than 12 months or 

appropriate seagoing service and knowledge of ship operations; 
2. Meet the standard of competence for certification of proficiency as ship 

security officer, set out in section A-VI/5, paragraphs 1 to 4 of the 
STCW Code; and 

3. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 
GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 

This certificate of proficiency shall be validated every five (5) years. 



 
Article 36: Certificates of proficiency for security-related training and instruction 

for all seafarers 
 

Where security-related awareness for all seafarers or training is not 
included in the qualification for the certificate to be issued, a certificate of 
proficiency shall be issued by the GDS, indicating that the holder has 
attended a training course, as set out in section A-VI/6 of the STCW Code. 
 
Training in Sensitization on security for all seafarers 
 
Every candidate for a certificate of proficiency in training sensitization on 
security for all seafarers shall: 
 
1. Meet the standard of competence for certification in sensitization on 

security for all seafarers, set out in section A-VI/6, paragraphs 1 to 4 of 
the STCW Code; and 

2. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 
GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 

This certificate of proficiency shall be validated every five (5) years. 
 
Training in Security for seafarers with designated security duties 
Every candidate for a certificate of proficiency in training in security for 
seafarers with designated security duties shall: 
 
1. Meet the standard of competence regarding training in Security for 

seafarers with designated security duties, set out in section A-VI/4, 
paragraphs 4 to 6 of the STCW Code; and 

2. Meet the administrative and technical requirements established by the 
GDS, which will be periodically reviewed to demand the competencies 
that the STCW Code demands. 

This certificate of proficiency shall be validated every five (5) years. 
 

Article 37:  Watchkeeping 
The ship’s master will be responsible for its security, warranting that the 
settings in watchkeeping are suitable for keeping a safe navigation all the 
time. The Chief Engineer shall guarantee the corresponding arrangements 
with the purpose of keep a safe engine watch all the time. 
 
Fitness for duty 
The ship-owners and operators and masters shall guarantee the existence of 
rest hour’s charts for people assigned for watchkeeping and security-related 
duties, prevention of pollution and protection; they also guarantee that: 



1.  All persons who are assigned duty as officer in charge of a watch or as 
a rating forming part of a watch and those whose duties involve 
designated safety, prevention of pollution and security duties shall be 
provided with a rest period of not less than: 

a. A minimum of ten (10) hours of rest in any 24-hour period; and 
b. Seventy-seven (77) hours in any 7-day period. 

2. The hours of rest may be divided into no more than two periods, one of 
which shall be at least 6 in length, and the intervals between 
consecutive periods of rest shall not exceed 14 hours. 

3. The requirements for rest periods laid down previously need not be 
maintained in the case of an emergency exercises, or in other unplanned 
operational conditions. 

4. The GDS may allow exceptions from the required hours of rest in the 
numerals 1.b and 2, both of this Article, provided that the rest period is 
not less than seventy (70) hours in any 7-day period.  
The hours of rest provided for in the numeral 1.a) of this Article, may 
be divided into no more than three (3) periods, one of which shall be at 
least six (6) hours in length, and neither of the other two period shall be 
less than one hour in length. The intervals between consecutive periods 
of rest shall not exceed fourteen (14) hours. These exceptions shall not 
extend beyond two 24-hour periods in any 7-day period. 

5. The watchkeeping schedule must be accessible and visible placed for 
crew members and inspectors, and must have, as minimum, the data 
established by the PMA’s adopted form. 

 
Record of Rest Hours 
The master will keep a record of rest hours, which must have at least the 
PMA’s adopted form. It must be on board, and available for the inspection 
of the Flag State and/or the inspection of the State Port Control, the record 
must kept all the schedule’s changes. The records of the rest hours must be 
safe kept by the master for a period of two (2) years, counting from the 
termination of the work contract. 
  
Alcohol and drug misuse consumption 
Every seafarers who serve on board of Panama-flag’s ship, is prohibited 
that work under the influence of alcohol and drugs. When seafarers is under 
the alcohol or drug’s influence must not be assigned to any service until 
have not been recovered their sound and sober senses, to comply with its 
tasks, without detriment of the corresponding sanctions. 
 
The limit of not greater than 0.05% blood alcohol level (BAC) or 0.25 mg/l 
alcohol in the breath for masters, officers and other seafarers while 
performing designated safety security and marine environmental duties. 
 



Article 38:  Transitional provisions 
    

Until 31 December 2016, the GDS may continue to issue, recognize and 
endorse certificates in accordance with the provisions of the Convention 
STCW’78, as amended, which applied immediately prior to 1 January 2012 
in respect of those seafarers who commenced approved seagoing service, 
and approved education and training program or an approved training 
course before 1 January 2. 
 
The GDS can issue or renovate certificates under the following conditions: 
1. The certificates issued according the provisions of the STCW’78 

Convention, as amended, that apply before 1 January 2012, only can be 
renewed with maximum validity up 1 January of 2017, and for a term 
no longer of five (5) years. 

2. The certificates issued according the 2010 Manila Amendments, to the 
STCW ’78, as amended; those apply after 1 January 2012, can be 
issued or renewed for a term of five (5) year. Must be stated this 
circumstance in the issued certificate. 
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