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RESOLUTION ADM No. 160‐2016 
THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE PANAMA MARITIME AUTORITY, 

IN USE OF HIS LEGAL POWERS, AND 
 

WHEREAS: 
 

That by Law Decree No. 7, of February 10th of 1998, is created the Panama Maritime Authority and 
are unified the different maritime competences of the public administration, and it was established 
among its functions to: propose, coordinate and execute the National Maritime Strategy; 
recommend politics and actions, execute administrative acts, and enforce the legal and regulative 
standards with regard to the maritime sector; as well as to oversee for the strict compliance of the 
established in the treaties, conventions and international instruments that have been ratified by the 
Republic of Panama related with the sector. 
 
That inside the organic structure of the Panama Maritime Authority, it is found the General 
Directorate of Seafarers,  administrative services and program execution body, which functioning 
and internal organization are adjusted to the specified in the Law Decree N°7 of February 10th of 
1998, and in addition to this, to the regulations dictated with regard to it. 
 
That according the Article 33 of the after mentioned decree, the General Directorate of Seafarers of 
the Panama Maritime Authority has among its functions, the enforcement of the current legal 
standards on education, training, certification and watchkeeping of seafarers, according with the 
established in the international conventions ratified by the Republic of Panama. 
 
That through Resolution J.D. N° 009-2001 of February 12th of 2001, the Board of Directors of the 
Panama Maritime Authority, approved the national standards for the training and certification of 
seafarers in compliance with the demands imposed by the International Convention on Standards of 
Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers 1978, as amended (STCW’78, as amended). 
 
That according with the Resolution ADM No. 148-2011, of November 18th, 2011, it was adopted 
the Resolution 1 in all its parts, and the Annex 1 of the Resolution 2; both adopted on June 25th of 
2010, through the 2010 Manila Amendments, to the International Convention on Standards of 
Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers of 1978, as amended (STCW’78, as 
amended), and its respective Training Code. 
 
That through the Resolution J.D. No.055, of September 18th, 2008 the Administrator of the Panama 
Maritime Authority is authorized to regulate the technical topics within the jurisdiction of this 
Institution and, and those, due to legal disposition are not assigned to the General Directorates of 
this entity, related with the application of the international conventions in maritime matters. 
 
That with the purpose of maintaining the market position of the Republic of Panama in the 
international maritime market, and complying with the processes’ continuous improvement 
principles, the Resolution J.D. No.079-2051, of November 16th of 2015, authorized the 
Administrator of the Panama Maritime Authority to regulate the services of the Previous 
Documentary Evaluation, as a prelude of the evaluation presided by the Regional Documentation 



Offices of Seafarers, including the implementation, through a pilot scheme, addressed to those 
countries in which the national seafarers of such countries, processes the higher volume of seaman’s 
books with the Panama Maritime Administration. 
 
That the Maritime Training Centers because of being recognized by the Panama Maritime 
Authority, are auxiliaries entities of the activity of the seafarers training who work on board of 
Panama-flag vessels, the Panama Maritime Authority, via the General Directorate of Seafarers, 
estimates that those are the suitable entities to perform with the services of the Previous 
Documentary Evaluation.  
 
That to ensure the effectiveness of the services of Previous Documentary Evaluation, the Panama 
Maritime Authority agreeably estimates to emit a regulation that establishes the scope, steps, and 
mechanisms that made it up, with the purpose that they will be, the indicators that let verify the 
performance of the Maritime Training Centers which this service has been delegated, whenever the 
quality of these services depend on the condition of the safety of life at sea and the seafarers who 
work on board of the Panama-flag vessels, as well as it depends of the security of the navigation, 
and protection of the marine environment. 
 
That in virtue of the Resolution J.D. Noo.079-2015, of November 16th, 2015, modified by 
Resolution J.D. No. 002-2016, of February 24th of 2016, the General Directorate of Seafarers is 
authorized to apply the endorsement tariff of the Previous Documentary Evaluation, issued by the 
Maritime Training Centers recognized by the Panama Maritime Authority, to the personal who 
serve on board of Panama-flag vessels. 
 
That with the regulation of the Previous Documentary Evaluation services, the Panama Maritime 
Authority, through the recognized Maritime Training Centers, aims to fortify the process of 
certification of seafarers who work on board of Panama-flag vessels, offering higher guarantee 
levels in its evaluation, and with this way to improve the services that provide the Panama Maritime 
Authority to the international maritime community; therefore  
 

BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
FIRST: To Regulate the service of Previous Documentary Evaluation, as a pilot 

scheme, that will be provided by the Maritime Training Centers that are 
recognized by the Panama Maritime Authority, which consists of the 
preliminary review of the support documents of the request of licenses by 
Seafarers nationals of the Republic of India, and the Philippines, and who 
work on board or are willing-to-work on board of Panama-flag  vessels, 
because these countries are those who process the higher volume of 
seaman’s book with the Panama Maritime Authority. 

 
This regulation will determine the compliance of the required 
documentation; previous of the evaluation presided by the Regional 
Documentation Offices of Seafarers. 



 
For the effects of this regulation, will be understood as Maritime Training 
Centers of the Pilot Scheme, those recognized by the Panama Maritime 
Authority, that besides their function of training for seafarers will provide 
the service of the Previous Documentary Evaluation, and will be solely 
located in the territory of the Republic of India and of the Republic of the 
Philippines. These centers will be subject under this regulation. 

 
SECOND: That the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime 

Authority, through resolution, delegate to the Maritime Training Centers 
that have been requested entered into the Pilot Scheme, the function to give 
service of Previous Documentary Evaluation, and to issue the respective 
certificate, as a proof of its compliance in name of the Republic of Panama, 
according with the national and international standards and the 
requirements indicated in this regulation. 
 
The Previous Documentary Evaluation that will be performed by the 
Maritime Training Centers of the Pilot Scheme, will consist of in the review 
of documentation that support the requests of seafarers who work or are 
willing to work in Panama-flag vessel, before that the request will enter in 
the respective Merchant Marine Privative Consulate, in order that will be 
later sent to the Regional Documentation Office or the Certification 
Department, which will verify that the application fulfils with the 
requirements for the issuance of a seaman’s book. 
 
The functions of the Maritime Training Centers of the Pilot Scheme, will 
imply that will be verified that the applicant fulfils with all the requirements 
for getting the seaman’s book related to the corresponding position, 
including the administrative and technical requirements, experience letter or 
any other document that demonstrates their position on board; as well as 
any other requirement that the General Directorate of Seafarers of the 
Panama Maritime Authority have established. 
 
Once the previously mentioned has been verified, the Maritime Training 
Center of the Pilot Scheme will issue the document called Previous 
Documentary Evaluation Certification, crediting that the all the support 
documentation given by the applicant has been verified. 

 
THIRD: That the Maritime Training Centers who are willing to be part of the Pilot 

Scheme of the Panama Maritime Authority, to provide the service of 
Previous Documentary Evaluation for seafarers nationals of India or of the 
Philippines, who work on board or who are willing-to-work in Panama-flag 
vessels, must provide the following documents that will be shown in the 
corresponding general consulate: 



 
1. Request addressed to the General Directorate of Seafarers, which states, 

besides the reasons of the application, the general information of the 
requested Maritime Training Center, address, phone numbers, e-mails, 
name and information of the legal representative. 
 

2. Copy of the resolution that recognizes it as Maritime Training Centers 
of the Panama Maritime Authority. 

 
3. Certificate issued by a public registry or equivalent, in the country in 

the requesters’ incorporation was established (maritime training center 
and/or branch), in which states the date of foundation, validity, legal 
representative, board of directors and dignitaries. This document shall 
be shown certified or apostilled. 

 
4. The procedure’s manual, in digital version, implemented by the 

Maritime Training Center to perform the Previous Documentary 
Evaluation and the issuance of the Previous Documentary Evaluation 
Certification, for seafarers, nationals of the Republic of Philippines and 
India, who work or are willing-to-work on board of Panama-flag 
vessels, and process their seaman’s book with the Panama Maritime 
Authority. 

 
5. The Certification ISO 9001:2008 in favor of the Maritime Training 

Center. 
 

6. The digital version formal of the Previous Documentary Evaluation 
Certification that will be issued, will have at least: 

 Name of the Maritime Training Center which issues the 
Previous Evaluation Certification, as well as the branch which 
issues it, if applicable. 

 Number and date of Resolution that recognizes it, as Maritime 
Training Center. 

 Number and date of the resolution by which it is recognized the 
center as Maritime Training Center of the Pilot Scheme, and by 
which it is authorized to issue the Previous Documentary 
Evaluation. 

 Consecutive number of the certification. 

 Complete name of the applicant, and their personal 
identification number. 

 Date and place in which the Previous Documentary Evaluation 
was performed. 

 Maritime Training Center of the Pilot Scheme’s logo. 

 Date of certification’s issuance. 



 Name and signature of the director of the Maritime Training 
Center of the Pilot Scheme. 
 

FOURTH: That the General Consulate will send the received original documentation 
to the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime Authority, 
in order that this one, verify and evaluate the shown documents provided by 
the Maritime Training Center that is interested in the Pilot Scheme, with the 
purpose to verify that it fulfils with the established requirements in this 
regulation. 

 
FIFTH: That the Maritime Training Center that is interested in the Pilot Scheme 

will have a term of three (3) months to correct, complete and/or correct its 
request. This term will be count from the date of correction order’s 
notification. 

 
Once have done the verification of the compliance of all the established 
requirements, the General Directorate of Seafarers of the Panama Maritime 
Authority, will perform an on-site inspection to the Maritime Training 
Center, with the purpose of verifying that all the requirements procedures of 
collecting, analysis, and documentation’s custody that are required to 
perform the Previous Documentary Evaluation, has been complied. 
 
Once the inspection has been performed, and the procedures have been 
verified, can be concluded if the Maritime Training Center will not have 
major nonconformities, nor minor ones, or if it complies with the previous 
mentioned collection, analysis and custody of documentation. 
In case in which the minor nonconformities have been detected, the 
Maritime Training Centers will have a term of up three (3) months to 
correct and close the findings.  
 
If major nonconformities have been found, the Maritime Training Centers 
will have term of up to six (6) months to correct and close the findings. 
If it is verified that the Maritime Training Center complies with all the 
established procedures, it will be proceeded to issue a resolution in which it 
is recognized as a Maritime Training Center of the Pilot Scheme, to 
perform the services of Previous Documentary Evaluation. 
 

SIXTH:  That the recognized Maritime Training Centers to perform the Previous 
Documentary Evaluation of Seafarers, who are nationals of the Republic of 
the Philippines and India, who work on board or are willing-to-work on 
board of the Panama-flag vessels and process their seaman’s book with the 
Panama Maritime Authority, are obliged to: 

 



1. Keep a quality standard system to the Previous Documentary 
Evaluation. 

2. Do not delegate to thirds the authorized functions by the Panama 
Maritime Authority. 

3. Provide the service in regular, continuous, efficient, uniform and 
reliable manner. 

4. Create a procedure to collect and analyze all the pertinent information 
of the activity including keeping: the records of the issued certificates, 
and the documentation plied to perform the Previous Documentary 
Evaluation. These registers must be available for a minimum period of 
time of five (5) years. 

5. Inform to the Panama Maritime Authorize any change that is done in 
the Maritime Training Center regarding the domicile, phone numbers, 
fax, e-mail, legal representative and other necessary information to 
keep the registers updated. 

6. To communicate to the Panama Maritime Authority, when, for any 
reason, it cannot provide the service. 

7. Keep and maintain its facilities in suitable condition to provide the 
service. 

8. Let periodic inspection of its facilities and of the approved procedures 
with the purpose of being verified in-site, and oversee in any moment 
by the Panama Maritime Authority, regarding the documentary proofs, 
the procedure and the operational practices of the  activity in 
compliance with the current national standards and this resolution. 

9. Send, to the Panama Maritime Authority, a monthly statistical report of 
the previous documentary evaluation performed to seafarers nationals 
of the Republic of Philippines and India, in which must be included: 
name, last name, ID or passport number, and date of the Previous 
Documentary Evaluation Certification. 
 

FIFTH: TO COMMUNICATE to all General Consulate of the Republic of 
Panama, as well as the Regional Documentation Offices, that the Previous 
Documentary Evaluation Certification, it is established as a previous 
requirement and it is of compulsory implementation within the Pilot 
Scheme. 

  
EIGHT:  TO INFORM to all General Consulates of the Republic of Panama, as well 

as the General Consulates of the Republic of Panama, as well as the 
Regional Documentation Offices that the Regional Documentary 
Evaluation performed to seafarers nationals of the Republic of Philippines 
and India that process their seaman’s book with the Panama Maritime 
Authority that does not replace its obligation to perform the verification of 
the minimum competencies stated in the International Convention on the 
Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping of Seafarers, 1978, 



as amended (STCW’78, as amended),  nor the obligations of comply with 
the established documentaries requirements by the Panama Maritime 
Authority. 

 
NINTH: That at any moment the Panama Maritime Authority can moment suspend, 

revoke and/or cancel through resolution, the granted authorization to the 
Maritime Training Center of the Pilot Scheme, when it does not comply 
with the stated in the national standards, this resolution and the guidelines 
that the General Directorate of Seafarers has issued, regarding the Article 
10 of this regulation. 

 
TENTH:   That the General Directorate of Seafarers can issue the necessary guidelines 

for the implementation and communication of this resolution through 
circulars. 

 
ELEVENTH:  That this resolution will enter into force since its publication in Official 

Gazette. 
 
LEGAL BASIS:  Law No.4, of May 5th of 992. 

Law No. 38, of July 31st of 2000. 
Law Decree No.7, of February 10th of 1998 and its modifications. 
Resolution J.D. No.079-2015, of November 16th of 2015. 
Resolution J.D. No. 002-2016, of February 24th of 2016. 
Resolution ADM No. 148-2011, of November 18th 2011. 

 
 

TO BE COMMUNICATE AND COMPLIED 
 

Given in Panama City, at the twenty forth (24th) day of the month of August of the year two 
thousand of sixteen (2016). 

 
 
 
SIGNATURE      SIGNATURE 
JORGE BARAKAT PITTY    SHIARA STEVENS 
Administrator of the Panama Maritime Authority Deputy of the Legal Office, Acting as Legal 

Office Secretary  

 
 
 
JBP/SS/icm 
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